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Bryn Mawr Potluck Picnic
Ash Trees at Risk?
Ash Borer Informational
Meeting September 15

P

ut Tuesday, September 15, on your calendar to
find out more about how the invading
ash borer might impact Minnesota
and in particular, Bryn Mawr. An
informational meeting
will be held at Bryn
Mawr Elementary on Tuesday, September 15,
from 7:00 – 8:00 pm.
If current predictions
are accurate, the city
stands to lose most of
its ash trees. Learn what
the state plan is to address
this threat to our ash trees and
what the Bryn Mawr Ash
Borer Committee has planned.

Volunteers Needed for the
“Keep An Eye on Your Ash”
Project- Counting Ash Trees
in Bryn Mawr

W

ith the destructive emerald ash borer
threatening trees in Minnesota, the Bryn
Mawr Ash Borer Committee has two shortterm initiatives in place; map the number of ash trees
in the neighborhood, and inform the community
about the depth of the ash borer problem (see
announcement about the informational meeting on
September 15).
On Saturday, September 26, volunteers will be surveying all seven areas in Bryn Mawr to locate ash
trees. After meeting for a short training on ash tree
identification, teams will head out to record where
ash trees are growing, what their diameter is, and
other key landscaping features. Knowing the number
of ash trees in the neighborhood will help us determine options for when the emerald ash borer
appears.
Volunteers are being recruited to help with the
mapping project. The only requirement to participate
is a willingness to help map ash trees (identification
training will be provided). Volunteers are being
asked to commit to three hours on Saturday, September 26. We will meet at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian
Church at 9:00 am and wrap up by 12 noon.
If you want to contribute to this effort, please contact Jessica Wiley, at jesswiley@comcast.net, or
612.374.3481.

T

his year the Bryn Mawr neighborhood
potluck picnic was held on August 23 at
Cedar Point Beach in Area 1. There was
excellent weather and the kids were able to swim
in the lake. As usual, Bryn Mawr families came
through with wonderful food to share and the
Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association provided
ice water and paper products. Thanks to everyone who came and and made it a fun event!

T

First Annual Bryn Mawr
Business Association

Sip & Stroll

hank goodness the weather turned
around! We had a beautiful night for
the Bryn Mawr Business Association Sip
and Stroll. Fourteen neighborhood businesses participated.
Fast Freddies Pizza had delicious pizza
samples and $2 slices. It was a great opportunity for them to show off their new patio.
Bryn mawr Market had free lemonade for all
who visited. Purple Bamboo Shiatzu served
tea and gave mini massages along with discount coupons for future visits. The children
seemed to flock to Bryn Mawr Computer
Support for root beer, pretzels and video games and
Studio 411 SalonSpa for
cotton candy. Sofas and
Chairs, Vivid Interiors,
Nola Home and Cockadoodledoo served lovely
wine and appetizers to the
Sippers and Strollers.
Cuppa Java had beer and
wine specials. Mill City
Dental had a raffle for a
Sonicare toothbrush and a
discount teeth whitening
package. They also served
snacks and beverages for
their visitors. Joffe Medicenter served beverages in

their courtyard and offered a free skin
analysis. Bobby and Steve's Auto World
gave away $5 gift certificates. Bryn Mawr
Chiropractic served healthy snacks, desserts
and discount certificates.
The night ended with music by The
Smarts at Cuppa Java. It was a perfect end
to a perfect evening. Thank you to all
Bryn Mawr neighbors for supporting this
event.
- Patty Wycoff, Neighborhood Coordinator
pwcoordinator@bmna.org
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BMNA
Reporter

Minutes BMNA Board Meeting,
August 12, 2009

changes at Wirth Beach. They
explained that Wirth Park is a
regional park and has different notification procedures.. Funding
comes from Met Council and has
been being planned since 2003.
They will begin in 2010 and finish
in 2011.

Attendance:
Andrew Kraling-Area 7 Co-Rep,
Steve Harvey-Area 7 Co-Rep, Patty
Wycoff-Neighborhood Coordinator,
Ben Horn-Area 7-Co-Treasurer, JoEllyn Jolstad-Area4-Bugle
Editor/Schools, Scott McLaughlinArea 5-Co-Rep NRP, Marlin PossehlPresident, Kevin Johnson-Area 4LUC. Michael Katch-City Council
Candidate, Lisa Goodman-City
Council Person, Claudia EgelhoffHourCar Rep., Karen Rosar-NCEC
District 5 Rep., Matt Stark-Area 4 resident, Anita Tabb-Park Board Candidate/District 4.
Meeting called to order at 7 pm.
Announcement:
Lisa Mills has submitted her resignation as BMNA Secretary. The Board
thanks her for her service and
hopes she will be able to return at a
future time.

Reports
City Council Lisa Goodman:
Lunch w/Lisa Aug. 25-County Commissioner Gail Dorfman will be
there to talk about the Walker
Library project. Lisa has received
calls about MPS proposal and how it
will affect Bryn Mawr.
Neighborhood and Community
Engagement
District 5 Elected Rep. Karen Rosar
introduced herself. She explained
the NCEC is in its infancy stage and
has a great deal of work ahead of
them. Karen will be communicating
to BMNA as things progress.
HourCar
Claudia Engelhoff explained that the
HourCar project will need $10,000
in matching funds. She is asking if
that money can come from the
BMNA through NRP. The car will
be located at Anwatin Middle
School. Claudia is still working on
the details with Minneapolis Public
Schools regarding who will have a
key to the car. Patty Wycoff will
contact NRP to see if HourCar will
qualify for funds under transportation or environment. Claudia will
also ask business owners/realtors to
contribute to the HourCar project.
Wirth Beach Update-Andrew Kraling
Area 7 Co-rep. Andrew Kraling contacted the Minneapolis Park Board
on behalf of the BMNA regarding a
lack of notification about upcoming

Anita Tabb- Park Board Candidate District 4
Anita introduced herself to the
BMNA and explained she is running
unopposed.
Ice Cream Social-Marlin Possehl
Marlin estimated 500+ neighbors
attended the Ice Cream Social. We
did not have enough cups. Patty
will try need to purchase more.
Crossroads volunteers were a great
help. We will need more volunteers
next year to help during the serving
of ice cream. $949 from donations.
We will give the church $75 as compensation for using their property.

on the web at
would close, Bryn Mawr Elementary
would become K-8 and Windom
and Emerson Spanish Dual Immersion schools would move in as one
large school. Additionally, high
school attendance areas would
change moving Bryn Mawr from the
Southwest into the Patrick Henry
zone.
Residents can see a complete
draft of the proposal and give feedback at the MPS website. The
schools committee will be meeting
Aug. 20 to write a letter to send to
the Board of Education on behalf of
the neighborhood. There will be an
article in the September Bugle about

LUC-Michael Martens, Kevin Johnson
LUC committee does not agree that
they should review each variance
but all members do agree there is a
role for LUC such as, big development, multi-housing, commercial
development. Michael suggests that
neighbors continue to appear before
LUC board with their variance
requests. Kevin feels they should
stop looking at each variance.
Michael will send an article to the
Bugle encouraging neighbors to
continue to notify LUC of variances.
When the BMNA is notified about a
variance they will send a letter to
that person asking them to come to
LUC but let them know it is not
mandatory.
Treasurers-Adam Maki, Ben Horn
The co-treasurers are figuring out
how to share the work. Adam will
handle NRP paperwork.
Schools Committee-JoEllyn Jolstad
Minneapolis Public Schools is
engaged in a process called “Changing School Options” (CSO). The
goal is to increase equity for school
choice across all areas of the city
while at the same time reducing
transportation costs.
The latest proposal recommends
significant changes to the Bryn
Mawr Schools campus. Park View
Montessori would close, Anwatin

BMNA Secretary Needed
The Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association Board is seeking a
volunteer to serve as the secretary. The secretary is a member
of the BMNA Executive Board and is responsible for taking
minutes at the monthly meetings which are held the second
Wednesday each month. If you are interested, contact BMNA
President, Marlin Possehl at 612-377-5662.

Meeting adjourned 9pm.
Minutes by Patty Wycoff

Upcoming dates:
September 9 - Next BMNA Meeting.
7pm Bryn Mawr Elementary.
September 15 - Ash Borer Educational Night, 7pm Bryn Mawr Elementary
September 19 - City of Lakes Trail
Loppet Half Marathon

Recycling

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us
/solid-waste
(612) 673-2917

Bryn Mawr Recycling Schedule
Monday

Ash Borer Project-Jessica Wiley
The committee met at the end of
July. There will be an informational
night at Bryn Mawr Elementary on
Mon. Sept. 15 at 7pm to educate
neighbors about Emerald Ash Borer
disease. The committee will meet
again on Aug. 24th.

the CSO process and how citizens
can have input.

Area
1

September 21

Areas
4W, 5W, 6, 7

September 14
September 28

Tuesday

Wednesday

September 8

Areas
2, 3, 4E, 5E

September 1
September 15
September 29

Use it up, wear it out, make it do, do without. Recycle.

From the Editor

T

his summer My fifth grade
daughter participated in a
wonderful two-week camp at
J.D. Rivers Garden. It was both
mornings and afternoons, free, five
days a week, with tons of fun and
creative, hands-on learning.
Bryn Mawr is lucky to have this
resource right in our neighborhood.
The children of Bryn Mawr are surrounded by gardens and parks that
enrich their lives. Not every child is
fortunate enough to live where
organic healthy living and earth
stewardship are strong values.
Unfortunately this class was not
widely publicized so very few kids
who live outside Bryn Mawr, heard
about it and registered. Even I did
not know about it until another parent sent out an email saying she
was signing her children up.
Other than word-of-mouth, the
only way you could have known
about this class was if you sifted
through the MPRB website and
found the listing. People with computers, internet access and time to
hunt for activities should not be the
only ones whose kids get great
opportunities.
I do believe that people who
work hard and are financially compensated for their efforts should be
able to buy amenities and comforts
as they see fit. This personal spending provides jobs, sustains the tax
base and creates motivation for

more hard work. If you want to buy
a better product, you are free to do
so with your personal money.
I am going to avoid talking about
whether it is right or wrong, but the
law says we pay taxes based on our
ability to help fund shared services.
Just because you pay more taxes
does not mean you are assured better fire protection or streets.
Schools and parks are also shared
services and the quality of those
public facilities should not be tied
to the income level of those who
live the closest.
Why shouldn’t every neighborhood have an amazing park with
great activities? The same goes for
schools, libraries, public art, streets everything we share. We should
aspire to excellence everywhere,
not level the playing field by dismantling what is already great.
In Bryn Mawr, we have been
truly lucky to have excellent schools
right in our neighborhood. Many
children travel great distances to
attend our schools rather than
options closer to home because of
the high caliber of the programs.
I am heartsick that these quality
programs could possibly be cast
aside or fundamentally changed
because someone thinks that
instead of improving other schools
they should cut ours down.
- JoEllyn Jolstad,
bugle@bmna.org

www.bmna.org
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more
by Dave Logsdon

Back to School!

“We live very close together
so our prime purpose is
to help others.And if you can’t
help them at least don't hurt them”
-Dalai LamaAs the “summer that never was”
draws to a close, it's time to start
thinking of autumnal things in beautiful Bryn Mawr.

Whenever I talk about Bryn Mawr
Elementary school to teachers from
other schools, there is an obvious
admiration for the job they do.
There is usually a,"I would love to
get a job there" somewhere in the
conversation. It is a true success
story. Instead of looking at a diverse
student body as a burden the staff
looks at diversity as a learning
opportunity. As I write this piece,
the school district is seeking solutions to a shrinking budget and
wants to shuffle the deck in regards
boundaries and where people will
be able to send their children for
their education. I sincerely hope that
this re-planning does not destroy
this rare success story.

Our Governor?
We thought it was cool having our
House District Representative be
from Bryn Mawr. We really thought

Letters

President Marlin Possehl!
No, Marlin is not running for President of the United States! Marlin,
actually, is the current President of
the Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association. There is no Air Force One
here for him. In fact, we don't even
have a scooter for him. Our beloved
President presides over, with the
patience of a saint a collection of
characters that constitutes the neighborhood board. This is at times a
thankless task to which not many
people are willing to voluntarily
submit to. So, in my capacity as
unofficial neighbor thank you
bestower, on behalf of a neighbor-

3

hood, our heart felt thanks for the
wonderful job you have done.

The Grand Finale!
I would like to wrap things up with
a few shouts out and a couple of
updates.
Gertrude has escaped again!
The Steve McQueen of turtles has
answered the call of the wild or
Bassett's creek, whichever comes
first. Our male turtle with a female
name, our illegal Parisian immigrant,
has waited until the door was open
for a half and hour I suspect, and
made a mad dash for it. Good luck
my little friend, good luck.
The Downtown Business Association
held its' first ever “Sip and Stroll”
August 20th. Businesses offered
prizes and specials and I think all
agreed that this could be another
event to add to the Bryn Mawr
activities calendar.
And finally, the memorial service for
Bryn Mawr stalwart, Ann Eichhorn, was held at the Bryn Mawr
Church on August 19th.
The eulogies were heartfelt and
often times funny, and reminded me
of what a special person she was
and what a special place this is.

Minnesota’s First Transitional Living
House for Eating Disorder Recovery
Opens in Bryn Mawr

I

read with much sadness about
the passing of Anne Eichhorn
and wanted to write a letter to
our neighborhood regarding this
amazing woman to share some
thoughts about her.
I knew something was wrong
when she didn't show up at the Ice
Cream Social like she does every
year. I figured she was temporarily
ill or out of town. It crossed my
mind that she might be too ill due
to attend due to her failing health,
but I really couldn't have imagined
she already had passed on.
Unfortunately for me I found out
through the latest issue of the Bugle
that she had died.
It felt like I had recently seen her
walking her dog through the neighborhood. I was almost sure of it.
Here's my story of Anne; a couple
months after the birth of my first
child I had to find a daycare because
I had to go back to work. After four
months my son was "let go"
because we failed to put him on the
schedule which the daycare owner
had requested. I was devastated as it
was hard enough giving my baby to
someone during the day.
I found out about Anne and her
home day care. I went to meet her
and she was so understanding,
patient, and loving with us. My child
wound up going there everyday
until he was almost 16 months, and
then 2 or 3 days a week until he
was 4 1/2. She was a gift to him
and our family and he really blossomed under her care. I still have
the banner that she and the other
children made him when he turned

it was cool to have that same person become the Speaker of the
House. How about having one of
our own in the Governor’s mansion!
Margaret Anderson-Kelliher who
started out in politics as Bryn
Mawr’s first NRP co-ordinator, has
pitched her chapeau into the ring
and is seeking to become the the
first woman Governor of state of
Minnesota! As a Bryn Mawr resident
who has witnessed her rise from the
humble streets of Bryn mawr, I am
as pleased as punch to have known
her all these years!
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Anne Eichhorn, Area 5. 1936-2009.

1. I still have the X-mas ornaments
she made him each year, whether it
be a playdo letter or a decorated
shell. She saw several of his firsts
and shared them all in great detail
with us. She had a heart of gold,
incredible patience, and a special
touch with children.
After I had my second child, I
would stop over from time to time
with the baby for a visit.
It was also great to run into her
somewhere in the neighborhood, at
the store or walking her new dog.
She had a great and friendly spirit
and a youthful personality to boot.
I am so sorry I didn't get to see her
and chat with her before she left us.
Gail Freedman., Area 6

ryn Mawr House, Minnesota’s
first transitional living house
for individuals with eating
disorders, will welcome residents
Sept. 1. Tucked into a row of singlefamily dwellings in the city’s quiet
Bryn Mawr neighborhood, the residence fills a gap in a state which is
a national leader in the treatment of
eating disorders.
“Those seeking treatment for eating disorders in Minnesota have
multiple options, but once they are
ready to transition back into everyday life, where do they go?” said Jillian Croll, director of education,
research and program development
for The Emily Program, which operates Bryn Mawr House.
Residents of Bryn Mawr House
will find a safe, supportive place to
build and strengthen the skills they’ll
need to return to a whole, healthy
life, said Croll.
The house ‘model’ is comparable
to more commonly known communal living settings for adults who are
in recovery for substance abuse.
“When an individual steps down
from residential or more intense levels
of treatment, they have accomplished
an incredible amount of work on their
eating disorder, but like chemical
dependency, eating disorders are longterm issues,” said Croll.
Challenging thoughts and symptoms related to the disorder, which
can intensify with the added stress
of rebuilding daily living skills. Individuals benefit from being in an
environment where there are others
who understand this struggle.

They also benefit from having
access to staff who support the recovery process. Residents at Bryn Mawr
house will attend weekly house meetings, facilitated by a therapist.

Without this support, relapse is
common.
The Bryn Mawr House also fills a
gap in the need for affordable housing while individuals work on
recovery. Intensive outpatient treatment can require a large time commitment during the day and into the
evening, making it difficult to find
work or short-term housing.
Up to six people can live in Bryn
Mawr House, where they will operate as a family unit sharing the cost
and responsibility of cooking meals,
shopping, cleaning and general
household maintenance.
Bryn Mawr House is owned by
The Emily Program Foundation,
which received the property as a
gift from a donor who wishes to
remain anonymous.
The program recently received
approval from the City of Minneapolis to open the house under the reasonable accommodation provisions
for people with disabilities, recognized by the Federal Fair Housing
Amendments Act of 1988.
“Eating disorders affect nearly 10
percent of the population and are
considered biologically based, severe
mental illnesses that can be successfully treated with an adequate duration of treatment and adequate community support,” said Croll.
- Lindsay Brown, The Emily Project
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National Night Out 2009
Photos & Text by Davis Klaila, Area 6

N

ational Night Out is a crime and drug prevention program designed to build partnerships between law enforcement and
the community. Founded in 1984 by the National
Association of Town Watch (NATW), National
Night Out is held on the first Tuesday of August
every year. This year, National Night Out was
Tuesday, August 4, 2009, marking the 26th annual
National Night Out.
The first year of the program, 2.5 million Americans in 400 communities and 23 states participated in National Night Out. Since then, the event
has grown to involve more than 37 million people in over 15,000 communities from all 50 states,
U.S. territories, Canadian cities, and military bases
worldwide.
Initially, citizens in participating communities
displayed outdoor lights and held front porch vigils. Activities have since expanded to include
block parties, cookouts, parades, police visits, fes-

on the web at
tivals, neighborhood walks, safety fairs, contests,
rallies and meetings.
National Night Out (NNO) is designed to:
• Heighten crime and drug prevention
awareness;
• Generate support for, and participation in,
local anti-crime programs;
• Strengthen neighborhood spirit and
police-community partnerships; and
• Send a message to criminals letting them
know that neighborhoods are organized and
fighting back.
Bryn Mawr has embraced NNO and it seems
there is a party on every block. A quick bike tour
of areas 4, 5 & 6 found at least 6 active cookouts.
The topics of discussion included catching up
with neighbors, meeting winter newborns, home
prices, Ash Boers, with conversation on crime
being rather low on the totem pole. Suggesting
that in Bryn Mawr NNO may have achieved some
of its objectives.

Bryn Mawr can also thank our community
police officers, Representative Lisa Goodman,
Attorney General Lori Swanson and The Bryn
Mawr Neighborhood Association. These groups
and individuals are a valuable resource in times
of need and proactively deter crime by fostering
our identity and well-deserved pride as being one
of the best places to live in the Twin Cities.
My perspective is NNO is a logical extension of
the sense of community that has always existed in
Bryn Mawr. I am researching Bryn Mawr history
for future Bugle articles and have consistently
come across references to the quality of life and
how newcomers were welcomed and how neighbors would help neighbors.
Bryn Mawr evolved from a farm community
into a residential neighborhood whose members
would retreat to summer homes on Cedar Lake
(yes that Cedar Lake): More to come on our history in future editions. Here are a few pictures that
capture who we are today. One thing is certain
we know how to have fun during NNO. Thank
you for making NNO a success.

Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association Calendar - September 2009

All meetings are open - everyone is welcome. Neighbors are urged to attend and participate in meetings and activities of special interest to them.

Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association and its committees meet at Bryn Mawr Elementary School during the school year (begins September 1 2009) unless otherwise noted.

Sunday

Monday

6

Tuesday
First Day School
Grades 1-12

7

1

Budget and
Fundraising
Committee, 7pm at
Bryn Mawr
Elementary, RM 136

Wednesday

Thursday
3
2 First Day School
High 5 & Kindergarten

Friday

4

Saturday

5

12

9
8 BMNA monthly
meeting, 7pm at
Bryn Mawr
Elementary, Cafeteria

10

11

Bassett Creek Valley 16
ROC Committee,
Meeting at Ripley
Gardens (corner of
Glenwood and Penn),
6:30pm

17

18 City of Lakes Trail 19
Loppet half marathon
and 5K in Wirth Park

25 “Keep and Eye on 26
Your Ash” Bryn Mawr
tree mapping 9am12noon. To volunteer
contact Jessica Wiley,
jesswiley@comcast.net
or 612.374.3481.

13

15
14 Ash Borer
Informational Night,
7pm at Bryn Mawr
Elementary, cafeteria

20

21

22

23 Lunch w/Lisa Good-24
man, 11:45am, St.
Thomas

27

28

29

30

SLOW DOWN!
School is back
in session.

www.bmna.org
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BMNA

Counting Ash Trees
in Bryn Mawr

W

atch for teams of volunteers
mapping Bryn Mawr ash trees
on Saturday, September 26.
We will be identifying where ash trees
are in all our residential areas, including
private and public property.
We are attempting to mark where ash
trees are located on neighborhood maps
and also record tree diameter and other
key landscaping features.
If you see teams of neighbors with
identification labels, binoculars, maps,
clipboards, and measuring tapes, they
are part of our project!

Advertising in the
Bugle

O

ver the past year, the BMNA
has taken a hard look at the
Bugle to assess its value to
the neighborhood and financial viability. The conclusion of the BMNA
committtee was it was an essential
element of our neighborhood’s
identity and success.
However, as production costs
have risen, it the Bugle has been
falling behind in its goal to be “revenue neutral”.
Luckily, many neighbors make
contributions to the BMNA every
year which have been used to keep
the printers rolling. And many local
businesses have made the Bugle
possible with their advertising.

The Neighborhood Association
has asked me to consider raising ad
rates. This is something that has not
happened in 10 years. I continute to
maintain that If we can keep
enough advertisers for a 16 or more
page paper, we can break even. But
a 12 page issue doesn’t usually pay
for itself.
So thank you to the many new
and continuing advertisers this
month who made this 16-page, full
color issue of the Bugle possible.
Won’t you please consider joining
them?

September 2009 Bugle Advertisers
Alex Boyland, Edina Realty
Bryn Mawr Homeopathy
Bryn Mawr Mobil
Bryn Mawr Pizza & Deli
Bryn Mawr Soap
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Chiang Mai Thai
Annie Child & Susan Stryker, Coldwell
Banker Burnet Realty
Davis & Davis Design Build
Dean Builders
John Erwin for Park Board
F & P Remodeling.
Lisa Goodman for City Council
Raymond John, Mix Match & Murder
Jim Kalitowski, Remax Results
Wm. Curt MacKenzie
Eric Mann, Minnesota Mortgage
Milda’s Cafe
Mill City Dental
Mill City Farmers Market
Mueller Massage & Pilates
Debra Mraz Gardening Services
Natural Step Tai Chi & Qigong
North End Hardware
Cherie Peterson, Counselor Realty
Temenos Garden Services
William R. Thompson, Counselor Realty

Crime & Safety
Crime Prevention Corner
September, 2009
inneapolis is set to receive
more help from the State of
Minnesota in reducing youth
violence in the city as the result of a
new state law that went into effect
August 1. The new law is designed to
provide support for youth violence
prevention initiatives in communities
across the state. Support for the new
law grew out of significant progress
made by Minneapolis since its Blueprint to Prevent Youth Violence was
launched in January 2008.
The Blueprint is a multi-year plan to
reduce youth violence by addressing
its root causes. The Blueprint frames
youth violence not just as a law
enforcement problem but also as a
public health problem; a problem
which can be prevented. The Blueprint identified 34 specific action items
to be undertaken by the city and its
community partners. The City now
reports that progress has been made
on all 34 action items and that youth
violence has fallen by double-digits.
According to a recent press release,
juvenile violent crime in Minneapolis
fell 29% in 2008 compared to 2007.
Over the last two years, juvenile violent crime in Minneapolis has dropped
37%. Most importantly, in the City’s
4th police precinct (which includes
Bryn Mawr) and which accounts
much of the violence, juvenile violent
crime fell 39% in 2008 when compared to 2007 and 43% compared to
2006.
The new law calls on the State to
work in partnership with local communities throughout Minnesota to
develop community-based violence
prevention programs and also help
identify public and private funding for
proven youth violence prevention initiatives. Minneapolis is among five
pilot communities around the state,
initially identified for this assistance.
The legislation was the result of
more than two years of effort by a
coalition of community groups from

M

north Minneapolis who wanted the
State to play a larger role in preventing youth violence and knew that
they had valuable lessons to share
with other parts of Minnesota. The
legislation was co-authored by State
Senator John Marty (D-Roseville) and
State Representative Paul Thissen (DMinneapolis).
The new law allows community
based youth violence prevention programs to apply for technical assistance
from the Minnesota Commissioner of
Health. In order to qualify for assistance, such programs must include
trusted adults as role models or mentors, be able to intervene at the first
signs of trouble, work to strengthen
families, work with schools, and teach
both self respect and respect for others.
The eligible violence prevention
programs may include, among other
things, a mentorship component, job
placement and support, violence prevention training, parent and family
intervention, chemical dependency
and mental health intervention, or
working to prevent youth pregnancy
and sexually transmitted diseases.
Included in the technical support to
be provided by the Commissioner of
Health will be assistance in seeking
and applying for federal grants and
private foundation funding. The commissioner will also monitor the selected programs in order to measure their
impact on public health and reducing
youth violence. The commissioner
will also identify the effective aspects
of each program and assist other programs in replicating these successful
aspects.
Details on the Minneapolis Blueprint to Prevent Youth Violence can
be found online at: http:/www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/dhfs/yv.asp.
- Tim Hammett , Crime Prevention
Specialist MPD - 4th Precinct
(612) 673-2866
timothy.hammett@
ci.minneapolis.mn.us

September 4, 2009

Full moon, the Ojibwe Wild Rice Harvest Moon. At
this time of year wasps and hornets are out looking for sweets, after working all summer bringing
back heavier food to feed larvae in their nests.

September 11, 1980 2" rain, steady, all day. The grass, shrubs, and
trees love this.September 18, 2009 New moon, signifying the end of the month of Ramadan for Muslims and the start of Rosh Hashana for Jews. An
excellent time for stargazing: mild evening temperatures, less water vapor in the air, and the major
summer constellations (Cygnus, Cepheus, and Cassiopeia) still high in the sky along the Milky Way.
Cygnus looks like a cross, Cepheus a child's drawing of a house, and Cassiopeia a lazy "W".
September 26, 1984 Low 28º with frost damage to zuchinni, tomatoes,
impatiens. This is unusually early.
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www.minneapolisparks.org

Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden
&
Bird Sanctuary
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden &
Bird Sanctuary
September 2009 Programs & Tours
Enjoy the last days of summer and
welcome the first days of fall this
month at the Garden. Walk through
the prairie and discover the many
kinds of goldenrod that grow here.
Wander along the woodland paths
and see the first signs of autumn –
the changing colors of the foliage.
Bring binoculars (or borrow ours)
and observe many species of birds
migrating to their winter homes.
Take pleasure in the last few warm
days of the season at the Garden.
** Garden Scavenger Hunts are
available for use on the trails at the
Martha Crone Visitors Shelter. To
borrow one, please ask a volunteer
or naturalist.

Public Programs and Special
Classes—September 2009
Wednesday, September 2
5:00-6:00pm Evening Bird Watching
Stroll
Thursday, September 3
7:45-8:45pm Full Harvest Moon
Walk
Saturday, September 5
8:30-10:00am Early Birders
10:30-11:30am Birding Basics
1:00-2:00pm Prairie Wildflowers
3:00-4:00pm Binoculars and Field
Guides for Families
Sunday, September 6
1:00-2:00pm Walking History Tour of
the Garden Tour
3:00-4:00pm Fall Nature Walk
Wednesday, September 9
5:00-6:00pm Evening Wildflower
Walk
Thursday, September 10
5:00-7:00pm Public Tree and Shrub
Planting Event (registration
required)*
Friday, September 11
9:30am-12:00pm Garden Journaling*
Saturday, September 12
8:30-10:00am Early Birders
10:30-11:30am Birding Basics
1:00-2:00pm Magnificent Mushrooms
3:00-4:00pm Gardening with Wildflowers
Sunday, September 13
1:00-2:00pm Quaking Bog Tour
3:00-4:00pm Prairie Wildflowers
Monday, September 14
5:30-7:00pm Medicinal Plants of the
Garden*
Wednesday, September 16
5:00-6:00pm Evening Bird Watching
Stroll
Friday, September 18
9:30am-12:00pm Garden Journaling*
7:15-8:15pm New Moon Walk
Saturday, September 19
8:30– 10:00am Early Birders

9:00-11:00am Public Tree and Shrub
Planting Event (registration
required)*
10:30-11:30am Birding Basics
1:00-2:00pm Fall Nature Walk
3:00-4:00pm Autumn Wildflower
Walk
Sunday, September 20
1:00-2:00pm Prairie Wildflowers
3:00-4:00pm Magnificent Mushrooms
Wednesday, September 23
5:00-6:00pm Evening Wildflower
Walk
5:00-6:30pm Wildflower Garden
Weeders
Friday, September 25
9:30am-12:00pm Garden Journaling*
Saturday, September 26
8:30–10:00am Early Birders
10:30–11:30am Birding Basics
1:00-2:00pm Fall Nature Walk
3:00-4:00pm Quaking Bog Tour
Sunday, September 27
1:00-2:00pm Walking History Tour of
the Garden Tour
3:00-4:00pm Autumn Wildflower
Walk
Wednesday, September 30
5:00-6:00pm Evening Bird Watching
Stroll
*Special class (payment required)

Program Descriptions
Autumn Wildflower Walk
Join us for an afternoon walk to
find the flowering plants of autumn
scattered throughout the 15 acres of
prairie, woodland and wetland that
lie within the Garden gates.
Binoculars and Field Guides for Families
Binoculars, quick senses, and a
good field guide are some of the
essential tools naturalists and nature
lovers of all ages use to explore the
outdoors. Bring the kids and learn
how to use these cool tools to discover the wonders of the Garden.
Birding Basics
If you have an interest in learning
more about birds, but don’t know
where to start look no further. This
program is designed to assist beginning birders develop techniques for
successful bird watching. We will
discuss binoculars and field guides;
learn how to identify birds; and discover where to find them as we
meander through the Garden. Bring
binoculars and a field guide.
Early Birders
This program is designed for individuals who have some experience
with field guides and binoculars,
and wish to practice finding and
identifying birds. In addition to bird
identification, we will focus on birding by ear, bird behavior, and bird
habitats. Bring binoculars and a
field guide. Meet in the parking lot.
Evening Bird Watching Stroll
Join us after work for an evening
stroll in search of avian life!
Designed for beginners but experienced birdwatchers are welcome.
Discuss binoculars and field guides,
learn how to identify birds, and find
out where to look for them. Bring
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binoculars and a field guide or borrow ours.
Evening Wildflower Walk
Early evening is a wonderful time to
enjoy the awe of autumn at the Garden. Relax and revel in the beauty
of this season as a Garden Naturalist
leads you on a tour of the woodland, wetland, and prairie trails and
the wildflowers that await your
arrival.
Fall Nature Walk
Join a naturalist for a stroll through
the Garden in autumn. Enjoy the
color and form of prairie wildflowers and grasses. We’ll be on the
lookout for birds and other wildlife
as well as insects of all shapes and
sizes.
Full Harvest Moon Tour
Take a twilight tour of the Garden
and discover the magic of being in
our Sanctuary long after the sun has
set. We will look for bats, listen for
owls and search for other creatures
of the night. Meet at the front gate.
Gardening with Wildflowers
Join a Garden Naturalist on a wildflower tour of the Garden. This tour
will focus on gardening with native
plants. Explore the beauty of our
garden and find inspiration for creating your very own wildflower garden. Handouts, including a list of
native plant suppliers, will be provided.
Magnificent Mushrooms
Behind the scenes of the Wildflower
Garden, hosts of mushroom species
are hard at work recycling nutrients
and helping plants grow. You will
learn the basic structure of mushrooms and how to identify some
species. Bring a pair of binoculars
or borrow ours.
New Moon Walk
Experience the Garden at nightfall.
As darkness washes over the Garden an array of sounds, smells and
sights greet our senses. Be on the
look out for bats, nighthawks, owls,
and breathe in the refreshing
evening air. Meet at the front gate.
Prairie Wildflowers
Tour the prairie and discover the
beautiful flowers and grasses that
grow there. Learn about the history
of prairies in Minnesota, how the
prairie garden was created, and the
methods used to maintain this lovely landscape.
Quaking Bog Tour
The bog is home to many unique
plants with interesting adaptations
for survival. Discover the characteristics that make a bog habitat.
Learn what is being done to preserve this special place. Meet at the
Quaking Bog parking lot.
Walking History Tour of the Wildflower
Garden
Join a Garden Naturalist for a tour
full of fantastic tales about the Garden’s history and the visionary heroine, Eloise Butler, who founded it
and became the Garden’s first curator at the turn of the last century.
Wildflower Garden Weeders
Join Garden Staff for a hands-on
weeding foray in the Garden.
Amidst the hundreds of wonderful
native wildflowers on display at the
Garden there are a handful of
invaders that want to steal the show.

Assist staff as we continue to
remove these weeds from the Wildflower Garden. The focus of the
September public weeding event
will be buckthorn removal. Meet
staff at Garden’s front gate promptly
at 5pm.

Special Programs
Garden Journaling: Continuing Studies
in Observational Drawing and Painting
Friday mornings, 9:30am -12:00pm
September 11, 18, and 25
Open to all levels, this workshop
introduces the beginner to concepts
essential to the fundamentals of
drawing and painting; returning students are encouraged to build upon
what they already know. Tailored
to help each student progress, this
class focuses on the creation of
more believable and sensitively rendered works from nature. The
instructor will provide the supplies,
and has many years of experience
teaching students of all levels.
Led by Susan Boeckmann Cost:
$65.00 for 3-class course. Limited to
10 participants
Medicinal Plants of the Garden
Fall Medicine Roots and Barks—
Monday, September 14 from 5:307:00pm
Join us for a walk and discussion of
fall medicine roots and barks. Learn
sustainable methods for harvesting
your own medicines from a variety
of our local plants (of course, there
is no harvesting in the Garden.)
Led by Cynthia Thomas
Cost: $15.00 per class. Limited to 12
participants

Special Events
Wildflower Garden Planting Events
Thursday, September 10, 5-7pm and
Saturday, September 19, 9-11am
(Registration required)
Join Garden staff this month as we
plant over two hundred eighty trees
and shrubs in the northwest woodland area of the Wildflower Garden.
This planting has been made possible through an REI Gives Grant
awarded to the Wildflower Garden.
The planting is part of a larger ongoing restoration project in this section of the Wildflower Garden. Over
the past six years countless volunteers, including volunteers from REI
and the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, have assisted staff members
in our efforts to remove invasive
buckthorn, honeysuckle, and garlic
mustard from the northwest woodland project area. In 2008, thanks to
a generous donation from the
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden,
over three hundred trees and shrubs
were purchased and planted by staff
in this area. This September, join us
as we continue to bring this wonderful part of the Garden into
greater health and ecological soundness. Bring your gardening gloves.
We will supply the shovels.
Minneapolis Monarch Festival
Saturday, Sept. 12, 8:45am-3pm
East Nokomis Parkway at 50th Street
near the Nokomis Naturescape Gardens
Fun for the whole family. Information at www.monarchfestival.org

www.bmna.org
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2009 Trail Loppet Race
Through Wirth Park

T

his year’s City of
Lakes Trail Loppet is
scheduled for Saturday, September 19. The
Half-Marathon starts at 9
a.m. with the 5K starting at
9:30. All events start and
finish at the base of the
picnic pavilion across from
Wirth Beach. Runners will
pass through the Bryn
Mawr Elementary/Anwatin
Middle School grounds
between 9:05 and 9:40.
Cheering is welcome!
Look for Anwatin and
north side kids to be running in the Finn Sisu 5K
event. These kids have
been training with the
Foundation throughout the
summer to prepare for the
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Minneapolis
Monarch Festival

race. Give them a special
cheer on race day.
What is with the ribbons
and arrows? The Loppet
does not use any paint or
permanent markings instead relying upon ribbons and stakes with
arrows. Marking for the
Trail Loppet will happen in
the week before the event,
with the majority of the
marking happening on Friday, September 18. The
ribbons and stakes will be
taken down immediately
following the event - all
markings should be gone
by 1 p.m. Saturday, September 19.
- John Munger, COLNSF

Saturday, Sept. 12, 8:45am-3pm
East Nokomis Parkway at 50th Street
near the Nokomis Naturescape Gardens
elebrate the start of the monarchs’ amazing 2000 mile
migration from Minnesota to
Mexico with music, dance, storytelling and art. There will be good
food, a native plant sale, prairie garden tours and art-making activities –
monarch mandalas, milkweed mudballs and more. Help conservationists and researchers from Monarchs
in the Classroom learn more about
the monarchs’ migratory path by
tagging and releasing butterflies.
Come early and Run for the Monarchs; a new 5k race and children’s
Butterfly Fun Run. For more info
visit www.monarchfestival.org

C

2008 Trail Loppet. (photo by skinnyski.com)

J.D. Rivers’ Children’s Garden

F

or a quarter of a century, the
J.D. Rivers Children's Garden
has provided programs
focused on children and teens, horticulture therapy and intergenerational programming with recent
immigrants.
From late-May to late-September,
children plant, weed, water, compost, harvest, prepare, sample and
take home the garden produce,
such as vegetables, herbs, and a little bit of fruit and flowers. Extra
produce is donated to a local food
shelf.
Garden plots are assigned to
youth participating in summer programs on the site. Programs are also
available to compatible groups or
agencies that wish to provide gardening programs. This summers gardening group featured youth from,
the Bryn Mar elementary school
summer school program, Green
Central elementary summer school,
Project for Pride in Living Summer
camps programs, the Brian Coyle
Community Center, & the Golden
Eagles. We also had a great deal
of help from Teen Team Works, The
Green Team, Summer Step UP
Workers, and E-Quality.
Garden participants also engage
in hands-on environmental education programs such as insect safaris,
water quality education, fishing,
macro-invertebrate surveys, birding,
tree treks and much more.

Gardens, Opera
and Food – A
Great Summer
Combination!

This year we also ended
the summer with two special summer camps Can'n
and Jam'n and The Garden
Players. These camps
focused on the art of canning and theater, giving
youth participating in programs the opportunity to
learn about canning, harvesting, and the wonders
of the garden.

J

History of the Garden
The garden’s origins date
back to the 100th anniversary of the Minneapolis
Grain Exchange (MGE) in
1981. As part of the festivities, MGE selected a site in
Theodore Wirth Park
<http://www.minneapolisparks.org/
default.asp?PageID=4&parkid=255>
to plant a few acres into wheat and
sunflowers, which are two of the
crop futures traded at the MGE.
Children from recreation centers
across the city were invited to see
the field being plowed, planted and
harvested using traditional farm
implements like threshers. The
wheat and sunflowers that were harvested were used by the children in
creative art classes.
The field of wheat and sunflowers
in bloom inspired local residents, JD
and Ada Rivers, to approach the
Minneapolis Park & Recreation

Board (MPRB) about creating a permanent garden for children at the
site. The MPRB agreed it was a
good idea and the following growing season, 1982, a children’s garden
was born.
JD Rivers Garden is located north
of Glenwood Ave. in the eastern
part of the park. To the east is a
restored prairie, and to the north is
Bassett’s Creek, which flows to the
Mississippi River. Look for the big
Adirondack chair.
On street parking along Glenwood Ave. or at the boat launch
parking lot (about a 5-minute walk
to the Garden).
- Soozin Hirschmugl, 2009 J.D. Rivers
Garden Coordinator

.D. Rivers’ Children’s Garden
at Theodore Wirth Park sets
the perfect stage
for Orpheus and Eurydice: A
Picnic Operetta at 4 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 30. The garden is located at
Glenwood Ave. and Washburn in
Wirth Park.
The operetta is a unique mix
of mythology, music, romance
and a picnic of sustainable foods.
Theater-goers will journey
through the underworld with
Orpheus to find his lost love,
Eurydice, while sampling fresh,
organic locally-sourced foods
prepared by Chef Nick Schneider
of Cafe Brenda.
Reservations are strongly
encouraged due to limited seating. Please call 612-619-2112. The
operetta is free, but donations
are appreciated. The presentation
at J. D. Rivers’ is one of nine
selected community gardens in
Minneapolis, St. Paul and St.
Louis Park. For more information
visit
www.mixedprecipitation.wordpress.com.
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View
From the Bridge
Mushrooms, Autumn at North Shore and Hawk Ridge
September 2009
Wishes of fair weather for fall foliage
and flights of feathered friends!
If it must rain, may it bring mushrooms!

M

ushrooms: With August and September
rains come mushrooms, and with them,
the beauty and diversity of fungus.
September 2008 and October 2008 issues of this
column discussed mushrooms in detail. In short,
mushrooms are the fruiting body of fungus.
While some are edible, others are poisonous.
There are no rules to identify edible or poisonous mushrooms.
One should never eat mushrooms that have
not been identified by an expert or bought at a
store. Symptoms of mushroom poisoning can
include: nausea, lack of appetite, headache,
sharp abdominal pains, vomiting, diarrhea, intoxication, blurred vision, hallucination, mood
changes, altered heart rate and blood pressure,
drowsiness, jaundice, sleep, seizures, kidney and
liver failure, and death.
Myths abound that incorrectly offer rules of
thumb. Websites dispense advice about what is
fact and what is fiction.
“It is INCORRECT to assume that a mushroom is
poisonous if:
• The mushroom stains when bruised
• The mushroom secretes a milky sap
• The mushroom turns garlic blue or black
when cooked together
• The mushroom turns a silver coin black when
rubbed against it
• The mushroom tarnishes a silver spoon when
cooked with it
• The mushroom has scales, warts or other
types of rough surfaces”
“It is also INCORRECT to assume that a mushroom is
safe if:
• The mushroom grows on wood
• Slugs or other insects eat the mushroom
• Squirrels, rabbits, or other wildlife eat the
mushroom
• The mushroom is dried, boiled, salted or pickled in vinegar
• The mushroom does not have a ring or skirt
on the stalk
• The mushroom is pure white in color”

“FACTS:
• Some people can eat mushrooms with no
problems, while other people eating the same
mushroom will experience severe vomiting and
diarrhea.
• Some people can have allergic reactions to
eating "safe" mushrooms.
• Some mushrooms are only poisonous if eaten
in large quantities.
• Some mushrooms are poisonous when raw
but become harmless when parboiled and thoroughly cooked.
• Some mushrooms are poisonous regardless of
how they are cooked or prepared.
• Some mushrooms are poisonous only if eaten
with alcoholic beverages.
• Some mushrooms are classified as poisonous
because they are hallucinogenic.
• Some mushrooms that are edible when fresh
and young become poisonous when they are
old, hit by frost or if they decay.
• Some mushrooms, for unknown reasons, are
poisonous in one part of the country and are not
poisonous in another.

• Some mushrooms that are poisonous to animals do not cause major
problems in humans.
• Most mushrooms are more dangerous to young children, the aged
and the very ill.”
To learn more, accompany a
mushroom expert or the Minnesota
Mycological Society on a foray
(mushroom hike) or attend the “Magnificent Mushrooms” program at
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden on Saturday,
September 12 (1-2 PM) or Sunday, September 20
(3-4 PM). Call 612-370-4903 to register or for
more information. Visit www.minnesotamushrooms.org/ to learn more about the Minnesota
Mycological Society.
Consult a good reference book to learn more.
Diana Thottungal, MPRB Naturalist, provides a
bibliography and advises that there is no one
best book. The first four are ranked first
choice through third choice (a tie).
#1: Audubon Guide, Gary H. Linicoff; Knopff,
New York, Chatincleer Press Edition, 1981
Practical arrangement by obvious features like
size and shape. Photographs and written
descriptions are not located adjacent to one
another. 763 photographs and species.
#2: Mushrooms and Other Fungi of North America, Roger Phillips, Little Brown & Company
THE book for pictures. Excellent photography
illustrating specimens, features, and different
stages. An acceptable identification key is
included. Over 1000 species and pictures.
#3: Mushrooms of Northeast North America
(Midwest to New England), George Barron
Lone Pine Publications, 1999
Mushrooms arranged by spore color and features
are not too complete. 875 excellent pictures, 609
species, very well illustrated, photographic guide
at beginning is effective.
#3: Mushrooms Demystified, David Arora, Ten
Speed Press, 1986, or maybe a more recent one
Excellent read, good perspective, excellent keys
and tables in mostly lay language. Very few
color pictures. Used by University of Minnesota
classes. Over 2000 species (not all local).
Other books include:
Mushrooms of Northeastern America, Alan Bessette, Arleen Bessette, David Fischer, Syracuse
University, 1997
Mushrooms of the Great Lakes Region, Verne
Ovid Graham, Dover, 1944, Out of print
Peterson Guide: Paintings (no photos) are inaccurate and arrangement is confusing
Mushrooms and Other Fungi of the Midcontinental United States, Huffman, D.M., et al., 1989,
Iowa Sate University Press, Ames, IA.
North American Mushrooms, Miller, O.K., Jr. and
Miller, H.H., 2006, Globe Pequot Press, Guildord,
CN.
Very up-to-date and more complete than
the rest, but covers a much broader area.
The Mushroom Hunter’s Field Guide, Smith, A.H.
and Weber, N.S., 1980, Univ. of Michigan, Ann
Arbor.
North Shore: September and October are a
wonderful time to visit the north shore of Minnesota’s Lake Superior. In just 2-1/2 hours drive
north on I-35, one can visit Duluth. Then continue northeast on highway 61, the north shore
scenic highway between Two Harbors and
Grand Portage on the U.S. – Canada border.
The Superior Hiking Trail and state parks offer
the opportunity to experience the best fall foliage
that Minnesota can offer. Typically, Sugar

Maples peak near the end of September or
beginning of October. Aspen and birches peak
about one to two weeks later. However, the
cool summer may signal an earlier peak.
Sources forecast peak color on the north shore
between September 19 through October 9.
Hawk Ridge: Birds migrate to find food. An
attraction for humans, Lake Superior presents an
obstacle to migrating birds, which funnel their
route southwest to avoid the large body of water.
Birds avoid large bodies of water for obvious
reasons – lack of food and resting or perching
paces, but also because the cool water body
doesn’t produce thermals. Many raptors glide on
thermals --- rising warm air masses. Sunlight
warms land masses producing warm air that rises
and flows uphill.
Overlooking the Duluth waterfront from an
elevation of 1148 feet (546 feet above the surface
of Lake Superior), Hawk Ridge offers an ideal
lookout to observe and count migrating birds.
The 2009 Hawk Weekend is Friday, September
11 through Sunday, September 13. Visit
www.hawkridge.org or 218-428-6209 for maps
and for more information. Attractions include
day-long programs and observations of the
ongoing fall migration of raptors, bird banding,
adoption and release, and evening presentations.
Mid-day -- 10 AM to 2 PM -- is the ideal time
for thermals and thus for migration or observing
overhead raptors. Weather plays a part as well
– clear skies and northwest winds offer optimal
conditions for migration and observation.
Stormy, rainy weather can ground birds, slowing/delaying migration; and so too do southerly
winds. Clear, warm days especially those with
northwest winds provide optimal gliding and flying. Under the right conditions, the majority of
an entire bird species – for example, Broad
Winged Hawks may migrate above Hawk Ridge
in a single good day. A peak day, like the Monday just before the 2008 Hawk Weekend, totaled
20,000 birds (cumulative of all species) out of a
seasonal average of 90,000!
Sources:
1
http://www.wapc.org/poisons/mushrooms.htm
(Washington Poison Center)
1
http://gardeningfromthegroundup.us/Poisonous
%20fungi.htm#1
www.minnesotamushrooms.org/Minnesota
MycologicalSociety
http://botit.botany.wisc.edu/toms_fungi/TomVolk
or http://botit.botany.wisc.edu (click on Tom
Volk’s Fungi Collection)
http://www.mushroomexpert.com/contributors.ht
ml Michael Kuo
www.hawkridge.org

Take in the “phall” phenomena of
Minnesota…it will be worth your effort!
Greg Lecker, Area 3. U of M Extension Service
Master Gardener, Minnesota Master Naturalist
Volunteer

www.bmna.org
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Youth & Schools
School District Proposes Changes that
Drastically Affect Bryn Mawr

F

acing looming financial and
academic challenges, the Minneapolis Public Schools administrators presented a restructuring
plan called Changing School
Options to the Board of Education
in May. Board members rejected the
original plan. The new plan devised,
called Changing School Options D
and D1, will have a huge impact on
Bryn Mawr.
Changing School Options D and
D1 calls for both Windom and
Emerson Dual Spanish Emersion
Learning Centers to be consolidated
at Anwatin Middle School. This
would require closing the current
middle school program offered at
Anwatin, ending the mission of
Anwatin to become an International

Baccalaureate school with a pathway to Southwest High School. It
would also change the grade configuration of Bryn Mawr Elementary
from K-5 to a K-8 school. To do this
the Parkway Montessori Magnet
located in the Bryn Mawr Elementary building would also be closed.
Additionally, Patrick Henry would
become Bryn Mawr’s neighborhood
high school, replacing Southwest as
the community high school. This
plan is dramatically different from
the one presented this spring and
took neighbors by surprise.
When the Changing School
Options D and D1 plan was
revealed at the end of July, a group
of neighbors met to craft a letter of
response to the proposed changes.

MPS Changing School Options
Informational Meetings
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/

T

own hall meetings are set for community members to learn
more about all school changes recommended for the 20102011 school year.

Meetings are 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. and are co-hosted by Area Parent Advisory Councils. All meetings include a brief presentation followed by a
question and answer session. All are welcome.
September 9
Sheridan Global Arts & Communications School
1201 University Ave NE | Co-hosted by Area A
Information about schools in N/NE Minneapolis (N of Cedar
Lake/Downtown/U of M - including entire Bryn Mawr neighborhood,
which extends S of 394 to Cedar Lake
September 14
Washburn High School
201 West 49th St | Co-hosted by Area C
Information about schools in SW Minneapolis (W of Chicago Ave and
S of Cedar Lake)
September 15
Washburn High School
201 West 49th St | 6 p.m.
Public Hearing on Schools Recommended for Closure in 2010
The Board of Education will hear comments related to the buildings recommended for closure. Board members will be present at the
public hearing but will not respond to public comments.
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This letter was delivered to the
Board of Education with 120 signatures of families concerned that
these changes would compromise
the educational programs and pathways supported by the neighborhood.
The BMNA Board also discussed
the proposed changes at their
August 12 Board meeting and
authorized a formal letter of opposition to the changes. The BMNA
School Committee met on August 20
to review the proposed changes and
recommend a letter of response to
the BMNA Board, which was
accepted by BMNA President Marlin
Possehl. (read the full context of the
letter on page 15). The letter was
delivered to the Board of Education
on Monday, August 24. The School
Board met on August 25 to discuss
the high school reform agenda but
did not discuss it in the context of
Changing School Options.
A final version of the Changing
School Options plan will be
announced on September 1. School
Board members will be voting on

the proposal on September 22. Individuals are strongly encouraged to
send their responses to the plan to
School Board members through
their email at the Minneapolis Public
Schools website. They are also
encouraged to attend scheduled
informational meetings to hear
about the changes and offer their
input.
Thanks to all of you who have
already taken time to communicate
your concerns about the school
changes being proposed to the MPS
School Board. The School Board is
confronted with very difficult and
complicated decisions and is appreciative to hear the viewpoints and
ideas from the community.
We encourage neighbors to
express their support for the current
choices that we have as a neighborhood, and to tell the positive stories
that will help the School Board
understand why you support the
schools in Bryn Mawr and our community high school, Southwest.
- Jessica Wiley, Area 3
Schools Committee Co-Chair

BMNA Schools
Committee

cil member.) Regular meetings are
the fourth Thursdays of January,
April and September at 7:00pm in
the conference room at Bryn Mawr
Elementary. Additional meetings are
scheduled as needed to review specific schools issues of the BMNA or
neighbors.
In response to the Changing
School Options (CSO) plan, the
Schools Committee met on August
20 and drafted a letter on behalf of
the BMNA (see full text on next
page.) As per policy, they came to
consensus on the content and sent it
on to the BMNA president for final
approval prior to sending it to the
School Board.
They will meet again prior to the
September 22 School Board vote if
the CSO plan still proposes dramatic
changes to the neighborhood
schools and school options.
- JoEllyn Jolstad, School Committee

REPRESENTATIVES:
Area
Area
Area
Area

1
2
3
4

Emilie Flink
Lynda Shaheen, Co-chair
Jessica Wiley, Co-chair
Beth Boyle,
JoEllyn Jolstad
(at large BMNA rep.)
Area 5 Jean Defresne
Area 6 Elizabeth Everton
Area 7 Gayland Hokanson

T

he schools committee meets
three times a year to look at
issues related to schools and
the neighborhood. The committee is
comprised of one representative
from each of the seven areas and
one at-large BMNA Board Rep.
(Community School Advisory Coun-

Contact Information for Our
Neighborhood Schools
Anwatin IB Middle School
Principal Al Pitt
256 Upton Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55405
612-668-2454

Bryn Mawr Community School
Principal Reneé Montague
252 Upton Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55405
612-668-2500

City of Minneapolis Curfews

Park View Montessori Magnet

Under 12:
Sun-Thurs 9 pm, Fri-Sat 10 pm.

Principal Dorothy Washington
252 Upton Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55405
612-668-2540

Ages 12-14:
Sun-Thurs 10 pm, Fri-Sat 11 pm,

Southwest High School

Age 15-17:
Sun-Thurs 11 pm, Fri-Sat 12 midnight

9

Principal Bill Smith
3414 West 47th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55410
612-668-3030
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BRYN MAWR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION LETTER
August 24, 2009
Dear Minneapolis Public School Board Member,
For over 30 years the Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association (BMNA) has
represented the interests of families living in Bryn Mawr. We are writing to
register BMNA opposition to the adoption of Minneapolis Public Schools’
Changing Schools Options revised Plans D and D1. Our concerns fall into
four key areas; our NRP dollar contribution in supporting Bryn Mawr and
Anwatin schools, the diversity of these schools, the established IB pathway,
and neighborhood governance and identity. We recognize the serious challenges faced by the school district, including academic, social, and financial
challenges. We do not agree that Plans D and D1 are in the best interest of
our neighborhood or the City of Minneapolis.
The BMNA is on record as supporting the three schools located within the
boundaries of Bryn Mawr, including Bryn Mawr Elementary, Parkview
Montessori, and Anwatin Middle School. We have appreciated having an
elementary and a middle school in the neighborhood. Many hours of volunteer time and NRP funds were used to support the construction of Bryn
Mawr Elementary School and to strengthen the programs at Anwatin. This
volunteer and financial support is ongoing and continues to be a factor in
developing the middle years’ (grades 6-10) IB program at the
Anwatin/Southwest High School campuses.
Anwatin Middle School is a successful, voluntarily integrated school. Drawing students from Bryn Mawr, Harrison, Kenwood, and Whittier maintains
this diversity. Additionally, a number of special education programs, including SPAN, POHI, and DCI are part of the Anwatin community of learners.
With this diverse student body, Anwatin consistently outperforms the district’s other middle schools in academic achievement.
The IB pathway established between Anwatin and Southwest High School
is consistent with one of the district’s highest priorities--high academic
achievement. The district’s efforts to build the IB pathway from Anwatin
through the successful middle years program in grades 6-10 would be
stopped with the elimination of the current configuration of Anwatin
School.
Bryn Mawr is a Southwest Minneapolis neighborhood represented politically within the southwest geographic boundaries of the lakes to downtown,
including City Council Ward Seven, State House of Representatives District
60A, and State Senate District 60. In 2010, the Minneapolis School Board
will move to district representation, which will mirror established Park
Board districts. Bryn Mawr is in Park Board District 4, so our neighborhood
school board representative would be from the southwest. The school pathway proposed in Plan D would offer school services in a geographic area
incongruent with the geographic boundaries for which we are represented
in all other governmental services. This is completely unacceptable to the
BMNA.
The Bryn Mawr neighborhood is part of the Minneapolis chain-of-lakes, with
Brownie and Cedar Lakes flowing into Lake-of-the-Isles. We have a history
of school enrollment in the old West High and currently Southwest High
School. Kenwood Recreational Center is the designated Park Board Center
for Bryn Mawr residents and all Bryn Mawr homes receive the Southwest
Journal, a paper serving southwest Minneapolis neighborhoods. Our neighborhood schools, Bryn Mawr and Anwatin, are and always have been
Southwest Area C schools both for district administrative leadership and representation on DPAC. These are defining elements of Bryn Mawr’s identity
and provide many of the reasons why residents choose to live here.
The Bryn Mawr neighborhood has consistently supported the Minneapolis
Public Schools. Neighbors will continue to support the district and accommodate to changes that demonstrate an understanding and respect for our
neighborhood identity and needs if they can see a long-range plan ensuring
future stability for school choice. We fear the current proposal will turn
neighbors away from the district. If this plan were adopted the Bryn Mawr
neighborhood would suffer a disproportionate loss of an elementary magnet program, a change in grade configuration at the elementary school, closure of our middle school, and a change of our high school.
We strongly urge that the school board reject Changing Schools Options
revised Plans D and D1. We thank you for your consideration of our four
points. The BMNA offers our hand in partnership to solve the problems facing the school district. We would welcome the opportunity to be part of the
conversation about the future of all Minneapolis schools.
Sincerely,
Marlin Possehl, President BMNA
mlpossehl@comcast.net
612-377-5662

Intergenerational
Volunteer
Informational
Meeting

O

lder adults who love
children are invited to
attend an information
session on Wednesday, September 23 from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. at
Washburn Public Library, 5244
Lyndale Avenue South. The
meeting, hosted by Minneapolis
Community Education’s Intergenerational Volunteer Program, will
provide information on how to
get involved as a volunteer in
public school classrooms
throughout the city.
The Intergenerational (ITG)
Volunteer Program is sponsored
by Minneapolis Community Education’s Lifelong Learning 55+
program. The ITG program
recruits and trains volunteers
who are 55 and better, and
places them in about 30 schools
throughout Minneapolis. Intergenerational volunteers work a
few hours per week, usually at a
school near their homes. Many
volunteers work one to one with
students, helping them develop
reading or math skills. However,
classroom volunteers may also
assist with other activities such as
sharing life stories or special talents, assisting with science or art

projects, or accompanying students on field trips.
Despite the academic emphasis, being a volunteer requires no
special skills or training – just a
love for children and a willingness to listen. Volunteers recognize that kids always need more
adults; volunteers give the students somebody new to talk to.
Many children regard their volunteer as an extra grandparent.
Often volunteers offer to help
because they are looking for an
opportunity to contribute to their
community. They realize that the
demands on teachers and
schools are growing yearly.
Many volunteers report that their
classroom experiences have
demonstrated that one person
can make a difference in the life
of a child who needs some extra
support.
ITG volunteers admit, though,
that they get back more than
they give. They love the “kid
energy,” the hugs, smiles, and
the youthful exuberance. They
learn about the different countries, customs, and perspectives
represented by today’s diverse
students. They learn about new
ways to teach reading and math.
And they begin to appreciate the
challenges and rewards of connecting with the children in Minneapolis public schools.
Additional information about
volunteering is also available at
612-668-3885.
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The Bryn Mawr Bugle is the official newsletter of the Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association (BMNA) and is published every month, except January.

Distribution is free to Bryn Mawr residents; copies are also available at the Bryn
Mawr Coffee Shop, the Bryn Mawr Market, Bryn Mawr Mobile and Cuppa Java.
Subscriptions are $21 per year. Letters must be signed and include a phone number.They are subject to editing. Please call the editor if you have questions about
submitting material. Electronic submissions (CD or email) are preferred.

Copy deadline for the October issue is September 20!

Display Ads are due September 20. Ads must be pre-paid & camera ready.
Call Deryck Jolstad at (612) 377-8968 or djolstad@msn.com for rates.
GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES: All ad copy is subject to approval by the paper, which reserves the
right to reject or request changes to an ad. Ad placement does not imply endorsement by the BMNA. The
advertiser, not the paper, is responsible for the truthful content of the ad. Readers use service/product
providers at their own risk and are solely responsible for checking references, state agencies, BBB, etc.

Display Ad Rates
Page Size
Residents Non Residents
Full Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10"w X 16"h . . . . . .$240 . . . . . .$280
Half page, horizontal . . . .10"w X 7 7/8"h . . . .$120 . . . . . .$140
Half page, vertical . . . . . . .4 7/8"w X 15.5"h . . .$120 . . . . . .$140
Quarter page, horizontal . .10"w X 3 7/8"h . . . . .$60 . . . . . . .$70
Quarter page, vertical . . . .4 7/8"w X 7 7/8"h . . . $60 . . . . . . .$70
Quarter page, 1-column . .2 3/8"w X 15.5"h . . . .$60 . . . . . . .$70
Quarter page, 3-column . .7 3/8"w X 4 3/4"h . . .$60 . . . . . . .$70
3-column, 1/4 high . . . . . .7 3/8"w X 3 7/8"h . . .$45 . . . . . . .$55
Sixth-page vertical . . . . . . .4 7/8"w x 6 3/8"h . . . .$45 . . . . . . . .$55
Eighth page, horizontal . . .4 7/8"w X 3 7/8"h . . .$30 . . . . . . .$35
Eighth page, vertical . . . . .2 3/8"w X 7 7/8"h . . .$30 . . . . . . .$35
Business Card, horizontal .4 7/8"w X 2 3/8"h . . .$20 . . . . . . .$25
Business Card, vertical . . .2 3/8"w X 3 7/8"h . . .$20 . . . . . . .$25
Inserts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.5"w X 11"h . . . . . .$135 . . . . . .$155
(Inserts must be printed by you,double or single-sided.)

$60 each color, limit three per issue,

Color Now Available!

Does not include ad placement fee.Some production costs may apply.

Call for Details.

Full-Color Also Available!
Ads are due the 20th of each month and should be
camera-ready and paid in advance.

For more information contact Deryck (377-8968) djolstad@msn.com

For classified ads contact Carolyn Bastick (377-8457) CJ0159@aol.com

