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Bryn Mawr Crime
Alert

The Bryn Mawr neighborhood
has experienced an unusual
spike in residential burglaries

and thefts from autos. Between Sep-
tember 1 and October 8, there were
11 residential burglaries and 11
thefts from autos in the neighbor-
hood. A Crime Alert was issued on
October 13 and a Neighborhood
email notification was sent.

Between then and October 26th,
there have been an additional 7 bur-
glaries in Bryn Mawr, and 4 addi-
tional thefts from autos. Five of the
7 additional burglaries have
occurred in Area 2. 

The burglaries are happening at
various times throughout the day;
most are at night. Entry methods
include forcing doors and cutting
screens to unlocked windows. Loss-
es include cash, laptops, bicycles,
and home electronics. The Min-
neapolis Police Department has
responded with increased enforce-
ment and patrols in the neighbor-
hood.  Suspicious vehicle and suspi-
cious person stops have increased
in Bryn Mawr.  Investigators are fol-
lowing up on leads.

The importance of practicing
good, common sense security habits
cannot be overstressed.  Keep your
doors and windows locked when
you're not home and at night before
going to bed.  Do not leave any-
thing of value in your car, and keep
your car locked.  If your car is

parked outside don’t leave your
garage door opener in it. In some
cases burglars have gained entry to
homes by using the garage door
opener.   

In at least one case, the burglar
entered the victim’s garage by taking
the garage door opener from the
victim’s car and opening the garage
door. 

Thefts from automobiles are most-
ly happening at night. Most vehicles
are parked on the street or in drive-
ways. In most cases the targeted
vehicles are unlocked. Losses
include GPS units, cash, laptops, etc. 

There is no suspect information
available at this time. 

What you can do: 
Please be alert to suspicious activity and
don’t hesitate to call 911 to report it. 
Call the 4th Precinct Property Crimes
Unit at (612) 673-5714 if you have any
information about these burglaries or
thefts. 
-  Always lock your car when leav-

ing it unattended. 
-  Never leave items of value in the

passenger compartment of your
vehicle. 

-  Do not leave your garage door
opener in plain view in your car. 

-  Park your car in a secured garage
whenever possible. 

-  Never leave your home or per-
sonal property unsecured. Always
lock all doors and windows when
you leave home. Always keep
your garage secured and locked. 

-  Don’t leave your back door
unlocked while doing yard work
in the front and vice versa. 

-  Do not leave valuables on porch-
es or other unsecured areas of the
home. 

-  Use double-cylinder deadbolt
locks with 6" strike plates and 3"
screws on all exterior doors.
Deadbolts should have at least a
1" throw. 

-  Pin your double-hung windows,
or add auxiliary locks to them. 

-  Alert your neighbors and block
club members to the problem. Be
sure to watch out for each other.
Remember, the majority of bur-
glars who are caught in the act
are caught because a neighbor
reported seeing something suspi-
cious. 

-  Call 911 to report suspicious activ-
ity. This includes strangers walk-
ing down your alley and looking
in garages, loitering, or vehicles
with occupants you don’t recog-
nize circling the block. 
In spite of this significant burglary

spree, Bryn Mawr’s burglary statistics
are still down significantly from the
previous year.

Burglary and theft from auto are
both largely crimes of opportunity.
We can all do our part to keep our-
selves and our neighbors safe by
reducing those opportunities.  For
more information and to schedule a
free Home security Survey, contact
Crime Prevention Specialist Tim
Hammett with the Minneapolis
Police Department at 673-2866.

- Tim Hammett,
timothy.hammett@ci.minneapolis.mn.us

Save the Date...

December 12, 2009
Festive Family Fun in Downtown Bryn Mawr.
Sponsored by the Bryn Mawr Neighborhood
Business Association.

Details in the December issue of the Bugle.

Police investigate a recent vehicle break-in in Area 4.

WHAT IS RANKED CHOICE VOTING?
Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) allows
voters to rank multiple candidates in
order of preference - up to three
candidates for each municipal office.
This new voting process will com-
bine the Primary and General Elec-
tions into a single election with all
candidates – on the November 3,
2009 ballot.
HOW TO VOTE
Much like the current system, voters
will vote by filling in an oval on a
paper ballot.But, instead of just
marking one candidate for an office,
voters will be able to rank multiple
candidates in order of preference,
selecting their 2nd and 3rd choice
candidates on the same ballot by

marking the columns just to the
right of the voter’s first choice.

Voters can write in a candidate for
any office by first filling out the oval
to the left of the write in area and
then writing in the candidate’s name.
WHAT NOT TO DO
There are three common mistakes
that voters should avoid when mark-
ing a ranked choice voting ballot.
- Skipping a column before or between
ranked candidates
- Marking the same candidate in more
than one column
- Marking more than one candidate for
office in the same column

VOTE NOVEMBER 3rd!
info@voteminneapolis.org or call 311.

                            



BMNA Minutes - October 14, 2009

Present: Marlin Possehl, President;
Larry Skov, Vice President; Ben
Horn, Co-Treasurer, Adam Maki, Co-
Treasurer; Lynda Shaheen, Area 2;
Susan Verrett, Area 2; Rick Carter,
Area 3; Jessica Wiley, Area 3; Chris
Etz, Area 4; Dave Logsdon, Area 5;
Jay Peterson, Area 6; Barry Shade,
Area 6; Steve Harvey, Area 7; Patty
Wycoff, Neighborhood Coordinator;
JoEllyn Jolstad, Bugle editor/Com-
munity Schools Liaison; 

Guests in attendance: Lisa Good-
man, City Council rep; Dave Holets,
Area 1; Greg Froehle, Area 1; Liz
and Rick Carlson, Area 2; Dylan
Thomas, Southwest Journal; Kyle
Rucker, Project Legos; Mike Jackson,
Project Legos; Vida Ditter, Area 6; 

Call to order and introductions
The meeting was called to order at
7:05 in the Bryn Mawr Elementary
Cafeteria. A quorum was present.
Introductions made.

Approval of consent agenda
Approved with additions to the
agenda,
Jay moved, Rick seconded.

Election of Area 1 co-reps- 
Dave Holets and Greg Froehle were
elected as co-reps to fill the vacancy
in Area 1. Congratulations and wel-
come to the BMNA Board.
Sue moved, Rick seconded.

City Updates- City 
Council-Member Lisa Goodman
- Lisa passed out an update on
H1N1. 
- City completed their transportation
action plan. 
- The design principles are online.
Neighbors can have input into
pedestrian master plan at city web-
site. 
- No Lunch with Lisa in November
or December. 
- City’s closed pension fund obliga-
tion must be budgeted for; there
will be a forum on November 17 to
discuss this sponsored by the Ken-
wood neighborhood association. 
- In response to a board member
question, Lisa supports a yes vote
on the question to eliminate the
Board of Estimate and Taxation.

Project Legos- Kyle Rucker and
Mike Jackson.
The mission of Project Legos is to
inspire, empower, and prepare
youth and communities to be agents
of change, social leaders, and volun-
teers. They work with a number of
partners including Boys and Girls
Club.  They are asking for individu-
als to commit volunteer time to
youth in need. More information at
www.projectlegos.org.

Neighborhood Coordinator
Update-Patty Wycoff
The harvest dinner will take place
on October 29; there will be a hot
dish competition. Patty distributed a
sign-up sheet for set-up and clean-
up. New directory inserts are being
worked on. Patty sent out email
crime alerts due to the increased
number of neighborhood burglaries. 

Schools advocacy update
Lynda gave the schools committee
report on activities that took place
before and after the school board
vote on the Changing School
Options (CSO) plan on September
22 (see October Bugle article on
school changes). The school com-
mittee responded with a letter to the
school board on behalf of the
BMNA board (printed in the Octo-
ber Bugle). 

Lynda also discussed a schools
committee recommendation that
NRP dollars be targeted to pay for
playground equipment on the Bryn
Mawr Elementary school grounds
vandalized this year. 

JoEllyn described the transition
process in place for families and
staff as they move to new schools. 

Lisa Goodman has been receiving
phone calls from distressed neigh-
bors about the proposed school
changes; the city council does not
have responsibility for the schools.
Lisa reported that there will be a
major redistricting in 2010 that could
have an impact on Bryn Mawr’s
boundaries for both political and
school purposes. Following the 2010
census, a bipartisan committee will
draw lines based on population. 

Vida Ditter, Area 6, addressed the
BMNA board with concerns about
school board decisions over the past
years. Vida proposed an all neigh-
borhood public meeting to discuss
neighborhood identity and commu-
nity commitment to a neighborhood
school and the public schools in
general. This proposal was referred
to the school committee for a rec-
ommendation to the board. Moved
by Jay, seconded by Jessica. 

School committee members will
also address committee membership
and who should be a voting mem-
ber. Discussed how our neighbor-
hood can best influence redistricting
and school board processes and
decisions. 

Hour Car Update
Fundraising efforts resulted in rais-
ing $1850, which will offset the
$12,000 committed from NRP dol-
lars. We have received the approved
plan modification and are entering
into a contract with NEC and the
HOUR Car.

Land use Follow Up 
Report was deferred to November

Bugle Report
A monthly update on Bugle adver-
tising and finances will be included
on the agenda.  Chris encouraged

areas reps to submit area news to
the Bugle each month.

Treasurers Report 
Ben presented a motion to change
banks. Moved by Jay, seconded by
JoEllyn. The approved motion
authorizes the treasurers to close
our account with U.S. Bank and
establish an account with Franklin
National Bank of Minneapolis; Also
approved to establish that any
amount exceeding $1000 require
two signatures. 

BMNA Capital Projects
• The Energy Challenge—no report
• Downtown improvement proj-
ect—no report
• Ash Borer project

Jay reported on the ash tree map-
ping activity on September 26 and
articulated next steps.

Committee Reports
• Land use-no report; no variance
requests
• Traffic-no report
• Parks and Rec-no report
• Schools Committee-given during
school advocacy discussion
• BFR-included in treasurers report.
• Reports from BMNA Reps to
Affiliated groups- no reports due to
time constraints

Discussion Items and Announce-
ments
Adjourned at 8:50 PM

Submitted by Jessica Wiley, interim
secretary.
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BMNA
Reporter

BMNA Secretary Needed
The Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association Board is seeking a
volunteer to serve as the secretary. The secretary is a member
of the BMNA Executive Board and is responsible for taking
minutes at the monthly meetings which are held the second
Wednesday each month. If you are interested, contact BMNA
President, Marlin Possehl at 612-377-5662.

From the Editor

Our first child was three
years old the first time she
went out trick-or-treating

on Halloween. She dressed as Tin-
kerbell and was very upset that I
did not understand that pixies don’t
wear turtlenecks and tights under
their dresses. 

In spite of the near-freezing tem-
peratures, there was no convincing
her to wear a coat, so we trotted up
and down our block of Upton and
returned blue-lipped and candy
laden 30 minutes later. 

It turned out to be a good thing
that her wardrobe limited our out-
ing, especially considering her age.
We only went to homes of people
we knew and even though I consid-
er any amount of candy, too much
for a toddler, our haul was consider-
ably more manageable than the
amount we collected in subsequent
years when we were out for two or
three hours!

We love Halloween at our house
and put lots of time and energy into
costumes, decorations. and festive
foods. As an adult, I love when I
have the opportunity to put on my
creative thinking cap, dress up in a
costume. and hang out with other
overgrown adolescents.  

Before I had kids I looked
askance at any goblin over four feet
tall. But as my own children sur-
passed this benchmark, I didn’t
have the heart to squelch their

enthusiasm for this annual celebra-
tion.

I actually think it is a little unset-
tling to see very small children
going door to door for treats late at
night. Although I do enjoy seeing
them in their costumes. I have
come to believe that the traditions
of Halloween are actually better
suited to those eight years and
older. 

Most kids this age have devel-
oped some sense of self control and
personal safety. They are less likely
to eat themselves into a candy stu-
por and are more comfortable in a
large group under the watchful eyes
of someone else’s parent. 

Even middle and high schoolers
who sometimes need more (but
often get less) supervision are well
suited to the accepted practices of
the holiday and I don’t see why we
should deny it to them. They expe-
rience the evening so fully and joy-
fully. I only hope other adults
appreciate all the energy they bring
to the night as much as I do.

This year I made another princess
costume for my now adult daughter
and sent it to her at college in
Boston. I am sure there will be no
tights or turtleneck, but hopefully
she will have the good sense to
wear a coat, not eat too much
candy, stay away from strangers
and make other good choices.

- JoEllyn Jolstad, bugle@bmna.org



www.bmna.org November 2009     The Bryn Mawr Bugle 3

"It’s only about things that do not
interest one that one can give a real-
ly unbiased opinion, which is no
doubt the reason why an unbiased
opinion is always valueless"

-Oscar Wilde-

When the gales of November blow,
I’m in an Edmund Fitzgerald state of
mind. I have a bad case of buzzard
luck (can’t kill nothing, nothing will
die), looking for a bodhi tree to sit
under. Other than all that funky
stuff, I feel great!

Throw the Rascals Out!
It’s an election year and the natives
are restless. It is not a good time to
be an incumbent. Often times you
are blamed for things that are out of
your control. Mayor R.T.Rybak faces
10 opponents in a real test of our
new ranked voting system. Quite a

field it is. I like John Charles Wilson
who believes Laura Ingalls Wilder is
God. Finally, someone says what
I’ve thought all along! If you were
God wouldn’t you live in Walnut
Grove? It’s a no-brainer.

Then there’s Papa John Kolstad
(no he doesn’t make pizzas) who
wants to take back Minneapolis!
He’s endorsed by the Republican
party. Is he the second coming of
Charles Stenvig with a beard,
singing folks songs! Al Flowers is a
candidate whose water was cut off
because of an unpaid bill. He wants
to be Mayor so he can shower
again, presumably. Another Republi-
can candidate Bob Carney wants to
steer the party in a moderate and
progressive direction. More progres-
sive than a bearded West Bank folk
singer could? And of course there is
Joey Lombard who is running under
the political affiliation “is awesome”.
Joey feels the city must ready itself
to face the flash flooding, drought,
typhoons and the like that are going
down in the next four years. 

In are own Ward 7, Lisa Good-
man is facing a powerful push from
the state Republican party on behalf
of political “gadfly” Micheal Katch.
After receiving some of their "smear"
campaign literature, I certainly see
why Mr. Katch refuses to mention
his Republican Party endorsement.

I don’t like to get into the candi-
date endorsement business. You
folks are smart enough to make

your own choices, but if you want
my advice you can call me and I’ll
be glad to help.

"Hour(Car) time has come
A few years ago my partner Karen
Moon’s old Toyota died. As we con-
templated the next step ,we won-
dered if we could get by on one
car. Along came a new car share
program run by the St. Paul Energy
Consortium called Hour Car. She
signed up and became one the 38
original members. The pods where
you could pick up the rent by the
hour car were limited, but we still
ended up along with Karen’s com-
muting by bus, saving up to $2500 a
year by not buying a second car or
paying insurance. Our biggest com-
plaint was having to get down to
the Hyatt or Uptown to pick up the
car. We thought, if only we could
have a Bryn Mawr hub? Karen (glass
is half empty?) said it would never
happen, but I kept my dream alive.
Unfortunately, it sometimes takes
more than dreaming and a little talk-
ing to make things become a reality.
Then along came Claudia Egelhoff!
Claudia took the bull by the horns
and one thing led to another, a
matching grant became available,
money matching that money
became available and Voila!; we
have a car on order and a place to
put it! There will be information
available to residents in the not to
distant future about how it all
works. You can google Hour Car to
find out more about the program.

A little bit this, a little bit of..
- The “Legendary Percolators” per-

form their musical magic on the sec-
ond Friday of every month. For
$9.00 the Golden Valley Legion

(Glenwood & Highway 100) will
serve up a big steak and then then
Bryn Mawr’s Hans Gasterland and
cohorts will help you dance off all
those calories!

- While strolling around the west-
end of Lake-of-the-Isles the other
day i noticed a rather large treeless
area that happened to be right
between Twins owner Jim Pohlad’s
mansion, now under construction,
and the lake. What a lucky coinci-
dence for them to have this unin-
cumbered view of the lake!

- My bad! I forgot to mention last
month when I was talking about
local repair people, the fine work
True Blue Electric did for us. 

- Deacon Warner teaches a docu-
mentary film making class to high
school students. For their class proj-
ect they wanted to do a film about
the 1968 protests and protests now.
He approached me about getting a
few of my Veteran pals to talk a lit-
tle about their Vietnam experiences
and how it relates to the current
military involvements. Bruce Berry,
Doug Drews, Pat Waddick, and I
met with the film crew at the Bryn
Mawr Coffee shop and shot the
video. The results was an award
winning film! An independent focus
group project award, but an award
nonetheless.

- Area 5’s Morris Engel and his
band, “The Smarts” will be playing a
little gig on November 20th at the
Beat Coffee Shop on 28th street in
Uptown. Also performing will a
group called “The Humbugs”.

Well folks, it’s time for the ole’
Counter Talker to ride on out of
here. Get along little doggies!

more
by Dave Logsdon 

Area 4 News
Happy Birthday Bill!

On Oct 13, Bill Toivonen cel-
ebrated his 98th birthday.
Bill moved into his current

area 4 home in  back in 1950.  He
grew up just on the other side of
Bassett’s Creek and attended the
original Bryn Mawr school.  Bill
likes to stay fit by swimming three

times a week with the "young
ladies" at the YMCA. 

Area 6 News
Tragedy befalls longtime Bryn
Mawr couple on their wedding
night

After a lovely fall afternoon
wedding in Loring Park and
a magical reception in the

Four Seasons Dance Studio sur-
rounded by family and friends
Heather Wallace and Ed Bucking-
ham returned to their home on
Queen Ave in Bryn Mawr to spend
a quiet wedding night. Ed was
going up to get them each a glass of
champagne and suddenly slipped
and fell backwards down the base-
ment stairs. The couple found them-
selves in an ambulance on the way
to HCMC. Ed needed fourteen
stitches, suffered a concussion and
severe head injury which included
bleeding and swelling of the brain.
X-rays and cat-scans were taken to
rule out spinal cord injuries and for-
tunately were negative. However he
ended up in intensive care and they

spent their first two days of their
marriage in the hospital. This was
not where they planned to stay that
night. 

Heather said she believes it really
is a miracle because Ed could have
ended up like Christopher Reeves or
worse. Due to prayers, good wishes,
kindness, and home cooked meals
provided by friends and neighbors
and even acupuncture donated by
friend Jill Behnke’s Three Rivers
Clinic - Ed continues to progress
remarkably - this is a serious injury
that requires rehab and constant
monitoring. 

With no health insurance and
mounting medical bills (big time) Ed

is now able to work only on a very
limited basis. A longtime friend,
Tomas, has now opened an account
at TCF Bank where donations can
be made to help out with their bills.

Account info is: Heather Wallace
& Ed Buckingham # 1440248085

Info regarding a possible fund
raiser to follow in future Bugle

If you have news from your area
and would like it mentioned in
the paper, please contact your
area representative or the
Bugle.

Bugle Notes 

Elves and
Sprites!

Saturnalia Festival
December 12, 2009
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Appreciative Constituent

Is anyone else bothered by the
mailings attacking our city coun-
cilperson Lisa Goodman? Noth-

ing of substance about issues, just
criticism of her personality (we can
all agree she is intense) plus multi-
ple copies of one unflattering pho-
tograph and very tiny words “paid
for by the Republican Party”.

During Lisa’s career she’s shown
extreme passion for social justice and
protecting her constituents. When
that meant opposing an unwanted
developer, he sued her in retaliation.
I’m happy to have someone who’s
been on the right side of the issues
for 20 years representing me.

- Dick Adair, Area 6

Dear Bryn Mawr Neighbors,

We sent the following letter
to the Editor of the SW
Journal. We do not

know if it will be published. We
wanted to share it with our neigh-
bors. We urge you to take a look
at the article. As a neighborhood,
we need to continue to correct mis-
information when printed about
Bryn Mawr.
- Patty Wycoff & Morris Engel, Area 5

Dear SW Journal Editor,
This letter is to address mislead-

ing statements made by Jill Stever-
Zeitlin in the Sept. 21st article
reported by Dylan Thomas (School
changes come home).  

According to Dylan’s article Stev-
er-Zeitlin(an advisor to Dr. Green
and one architect of the restructur-
ing) said that Bryn Mawr and its
neighbor to the north, Harrison,
made up one district attendance
area, but an exception allowed Bryn
Mawr students to attend some
Southwest schools.  

Bryn Mawr has had SW school
choices for 100+ years.  The atten-
dance area(A4) that she is referring
to was created(by MPS) in 2007/08.
Prior to the creation of A4, Bryn
Mawr had always had southwest
school choices.  We have seen no
MPS policy granting Bryn Mawr stu-
dents an “exception” to attend their
neighborhood schools(which are
located in SW Minneapolis)or other
schools in Area C.  Bryn Mawr Ele-
mentary, Kenwood Elementary,
Kenwood Performing Arts Magnet,
Anwatin Middle School and South-
west High School are all Area C
schools and located in SW Min-
neapolis neighborhoods.  

She went on to say that many in
majority-white Bryn Mawr did just
that(attend SW schools), while stu-
dents in the majority-African-Ameri-
can Harrison neighborhood tended
to head north.  

Bryn Mawr and Harrison share
Bryn Mawr Elementary as a commu-
nity school.  Most of its population
comes from the northside and
always has.  They do not share the
same community high school.  Bryn
Mawr has had Southwest High as

our community high school since
1982 when West High closed.  Har-
rison has Patrick Henry High.  This
is why Harrison students “tended to
go north.” and Bryn Mawr students
went to Southwest High.    

The article goes on to say that
maintaining the exception, or
redrawing the transportation bound-
ary around Bryn Mawr, not only
upset the balance among transporta-
tion zones, it put district planners in
the distasteful position of segregat-
ing the district, according to Stever-
Zeitlin. 

We can appreciate MPS feeling
uncomfortable keeping boundary
lines between these two racially dif-
ferent neighborhoods but the
boundaries as proposed do nothing
to foster racial parity in the schools.
In fact, MPS schools will now be
more segregated than ever.  District
administrators and school board
members should be deeply con-
cerned by the attendance lines they
have approved.  

MPS has said that they are mak-
ing decisions to lower transportation
costs.  Bryn Mawr is not a financial
burden with regards to transporta-
tion.  Bryn Mawr presently has 149
students in MPS schools.  141 attend
Area C schools.  One-third(53) of
these students attend the community
schools in Bryn Mawr, one-third(54)
attend either Southwest High(37) or
South High(17) and 22 of the 149
are transported by parents.  11 of
the 22 are students attending Bar-
ton, a southwest school choice that
Bryn Mawr no longer has because
the district said it was too expensive
to transport them there.  In addition,
Bryn Mawr is located less than one
mile west of the transportation cen-
ter.  

MPS has this listed on their web-
site as #1 of their strategic plan
“Collecting input from a wide vari-
ety of stakeholders including par-
ents, students, teachers, principals,
and the community at large.”  

MPS chose not to engage our
community, its parents or students
before(or after) submitting their
Changing School Options Plan.   In
July, they posted this plan on their
website.  A plan that proposed
moving a boundary that severed all
school ties(and transportation) for
one SW neighborhood to SW Min-
neapolis schools,  closed our volun-
tarily, integrated, community middle
school and changed our community
elementary to a K-8.  We are  sad-
dened and disgusted that they never
felt the need to come to our com-
munity and explain these changes
and how they would benefit our
district.  MPS wonders why their
enrollment is declining? 

On Sept. 22 the MPS school
board passed amendments to the
CSO.  Bryn Mawr and Harrison(A4)
students were given the choice
between Patrick Henry High and
Southwest High.  Bryn Mawr Ele-
mentary will remain a K-5 and share
their building with Emerson Spanish
Immersion K-5.  Anwatin Middle
School will phase out its present
program over the next 2 years leav-
ing it a community IB middle school

for Bryn Mawr(A4) and Bethune(A3)
attendance areas.  It will also house
the 6-8 Dual Spanish Immersion-IB
program for Emerson and Windom
Immersion students.  While this may
look victorious to some Bryn Mawr
Elementary and Anwatin Middle
School remain placed in the N/NE
Zone 1 of the amended Changing
School Options Plan.  These two
schools are located in Bryn Mawr, a
SW neighborhood.

While we are grateful for the
amendments we are fearful of the
future of our neighborhood.  We are
fearful that our Southwest High
School choice is temporary and that
our community schools are at risk.
We are fearful that MPS has moved
Emerson Spanish Immersion to
share space with Bryn Mawr Ele-
mentary and that they care more
about growing the Spanish program
than Bryn Mawr Community School. 

Bryn Mawr has always been a
southwest neighborhood.  We share
our park district, city council ward
and legislative district with neigh-
borhoods in southwest Minneapolis.
We shop, dine, bike and LIVE in SW
Minneapolis.  MPS should not have
the jurisdiction to take one SW
neighborhood and place it and its
community schools in another part
of the city. Unfortunately, they do,
regardless of how anyone in our
neighborhood feels.

We hope that this letter offers a
better understanding of Bryn mawr’s
community schools and our ties as a
SW Minneapolis neighborhood.

Respectfully,

Patty Wycoff and Morris Engel
Bryn Mawr residents 1995-present
Lowry Hill residents 1992-1995

Excerpts From State Auditor’s
Report

Iassumed, like probably 90% of
Minneapolis residents that City’s
financial statements were in

good shape After reading State
Auditor Rebecca Otto’s and the BET
auditor reports I realized the city
has significant problems with how
the City keeps financial statements.
This does not mean that people are

stealing or embezzling from the
City, but it does mean the risk of
people stealing or embezzling is
much high than it should.  Below
are findings from the State Auditors
report translated into regular lan-
guage from government & auditor
language. 

In  2007 and again in 2008 the
auditors found that some City staff
have the ability to create employees,
add hours to pay lines, etc., all with-
out approvals.

Because City staff had difficulty
providing  information for Highway
Program (CFDA #20.205); informa-
tion had to be obtained from the
MN DOT for grant agreements and
amounts reimbursed.

The State Auditors proposed the
following significant adjustments to
the City’s financial statements:

Depreciation needed be corrected
in amounts ranging from $1.5 mil-
lion to $3.9 million because the City
staff did not test the new general
ledger software sufficiently to verify
that depreciation was being calculat-
ed correctly.  

Intergovernmental receivable and
related deferred revenue were
increased in the Permanent
Improvement Fund by $15,592,079
for unspent State Aid Allotment and
$2,771,746 for a federal grant.  

Federal Transit Capital Investment
Grants Program (CFDA #20.500) not
was included in the City’s estimated
federal awards.

Read the complete State Auditor’s
report at http://www.ci.minneapo-
lis.mn.us/council/2009-meet-
ings/20090918/Docs/2008StateAu-
dit_RPT.pdf

- Michael Martens, Area 6 
(Candidate for Board of Estimate &

Taxation)

Letters Recycling
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us

/solid-waste
(612) 673-2917

Bryn Mawr Recycling Schedule

Monday Tuesday

Area November 2
1 November 16

November 30

Areas November 9
4W, 5W, 6, 7 November 23

Areas November 10
2, 3, 4E, 5E November 24

Use it up, wear it out, make it do, do without. Recycle.

Dancing in
the Street!

Saturnalia Festival
December 12, 2009



Arrives in Bryn Mawr

After one year of planning, the Bryn Mawr
neighborhood will soon have its own
HOURCAR.  A Toyota Scion xD four-door

hatchback has been ordered and should be in
place by mid-November 2009.   After the special
HOURCAR technology is installed, the car will be
brought to the Anwatin School and its designated
parking spot and use can begin.

HOURCAR is a car-sharing program that pro-
vides all of the convenience of owning a car with
none of the trouble.  For a monthly fee, you can
reserve a car by phone or the Internet, drive it
immediately, and someone else takes care of park-
ing, maintenance, and insurance.   

Car sharing spreads most of the fixed costs of
car ownership across many people.  HOURCAR’s
member pricing plans are all-inclusive and cover
an environmentally friendly, well maintained car;
gas (a gas card is inside the car); insurance (exten-
sive coverage); and a space reserved at Anwatin
School.  Twenty other HOURCAR’s are available to
members at sites throughout the Twin Cities. 

HOURCAR offers two personal rate plans. For
members who drive fewer than five hours per
month, and rarely use daily rates, the “Freedom
plan” is the best choice. For those who drive more
than five hours, or use daily rates regularly, the

“Go plan” makes the most sense. All daily rates
include 100 free miles. 

Freedom plan:
$8 per hour, 25¢ per mile
$5 monthly membership
Daily rates: $65 weekday, $75 weekend day

Go plan:
$6 per hour, 25¢ per mile
$15 monthly membership
Daily rates: $55 weekday, $65 weekend day

For most of us, the prospect of not owning an
automobile is simply beyond consideration.  While
people who live on the outskirts of the Twin Cities
may indeed be car dependent, for those of us who
live and work in the
urban core, the prospect
of being a non-car
owner is not only
viable, it can be the
cheapest, most conven-
ient way to live.  

The Bryn Mawr
HOURCAR is supported
by a $12,000 grant from
the McKnight Founda-
tion matched by $10,000
in NRP funds from the
BMNA and contributions
from residents and local
businesses.   The local
contributors are the fol-
lowing:  

The Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Business Associ-
ation; 

Jane Wolf, realtor; 
Ellen Abbott & Jerry Krause, residents;
James Kalitowski, realtor; 
FinnStyle, the online business; 
Bryn Mawr Mobil; and 
Cherie Peterson, realtor.
For complete information on joining HOURCAR,

go to www.hourcar.org  or watch for the member-
ship drive starting in Bryn Mawr soon.  Special
benefits will be offered to local residents who join
HOURCAR during the next few months.

- Claudia Egelhoff, Area 4
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

31

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

Daylight Saving Time
Ends - Set Clocks
BACK One Hour

Election Day and
Election Day Bake
Sale at Bryn Mawr
Elementary 7am-8pm

Land Use Committee
Meeting, 7pm at Bryn
Mawr Elementary, 
RM 136

Budget and 
Fundraising 
Committee 7pm at
Bryn Mawr 
Elementary, RM 136

BMNA monthly 
meeting, 7pm at Bryn
Mawr Elementary,
Cafeteria

ROC Committee, 
Ripley Gardens,
6:30pm

Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association Calendar - November 2009
All meetings are open - everyone is welcome. Neighbors are urged to attend and participate in meetings and activities of special interest to them.
Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association and its committees meet at Bryn Mawr Elementary School during the school year (Winter Break December 21 2009-January 1, 2010) unless otherwise noted. 

Save the Date!
Saturnalia Festival

Saturday, December 12th
in Downtown Bryn Mawr!

HOURCAR
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Emerald Ash Borer
(EAB) Committee
Report

Twenty neighbors joined
forces on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26, to map the number

and location of ash trees in all
seven areas of Bryn Mawr. After a
brief overview of how to distin-
guish ash from other tree species,
especially the box elder, teams
headed out with maps and log
sheets. Mapping teams indicated
where trees were located, what
size the trees were, and other dis-
tinguishing landscaping features.
Teams reported having positive
interactions with neighbors who
were curious about what was hap-
pening and how the information
will be used. Volunteers in each

area agreed to again walk the
neighborhood to finish mapping
where it was not quite complete.
Jay Peterson and Kathy Ripke are
collating the information, data
which should indicate which
blocks have ash trees on boule-
vards and on residential property.
At this point, we anticipate that
Bryn Mawr is home to over 800
ash trees. 

Next steps include creating an
options matrix to help neighbors
decide what actions they may wish
to take with regard to their ash
trees, and to work with the city to
plan for boulevard ash trees that
may have to be removed. As
reported in the Star Tribune on Sat-
urday, October 24, the city recently
removed nine ash trees in the Bryn
Mawr neighborhood that were to
be trimmed to give clearance to

utility lines. Though the emerald
ash borer hasn't as yet been detect-
ed in Minneapolis, the trees were
removed rather than spend dollars
trimming them. Six other ash were
spared after neighbors said they
wanted to keep their shade as long
as they could. The options matrix

will help with these difficult deci-
sions. 

A huge thank you to all the
neighbors who have committed
time to the EAB committee, to
attending the September informa-
tion meeting, to mapping trees, and
to exploring next steps. 

- Jessica Wiley, Area 3

BMNA

Volunteers Steve Pundt and Marlin Possehl identify and document neighbor-
hood Ash trees.

In light of the Emerald Ash Borer
(EAB) discovery in St. Paul last
May, Minneapolis Park and

Recreation Board (MPRB) is amend-
ing its ordinances to more effective-
ly respond to the EAB spread.

“The current MPRB ordinances
pertain only to Dutch Elm Disease
(DED) and does not allow the city
to abate or mitigate EAB or other
destructive tree pests,” said Ralph
Sievert, MPRB forestry director. “The
proposed amendments would
enable the MPRB to respond when
EAB is inevitably discovered in Min-
neapolis. It would also allow action
to be taken on tree pests that have
not yet been discovered.”

The current MPRB ordinances
(Chapter 10 Article II) on responsi-
bility and authority are specific to
elm trees, DED and infestation. The
amendments broaden the ordi-
nance’s scope to invasive species
tree pests and infections. The City
of Minneapolis has proposed
amending its ordinances, which are
also currently DED-specific. Those
ordinances relate to pesticide appli-
cations by tree companies and the
storage, sale, and transportation of
firewood.   

The amended ordinances were
passed by the MPRB’s Administra-
tion & Finance Committee on Oct.
21. It will receive the required three
readings on Nov. 4, 18 and Dec. 2,
and if approved by the Board, will
be added to the Code of Ordi-
nances.

The Minneapolis Tree Advisory
Commission (MTAC) unanimously
supports the passage of the ordi-
nance changes. During its annual
report presentation at the Oct. 21
meeting, MTAC Committee Chair

John Uban outlined the next steps
in the EAB strategy:
• Monitor ash trees and remove the

worst first.
• Educate the public to not prune

or remove ash trees from May to
September as that is when the
EAB is most active.

• Explore policy issues, such as
selective pesticide use, selective
tree removal and ordinance
changes.

• Identify funding sources.
• Identify location to put cut-down

ash trees.
The 200,000 ash trees in Min-

neapolis (including 38,000 public
trees) and 900 million ash trees
throughout the state are at risk.
MPRB’s estimate to remove all
38,000 public ash trees over time,
grind stumps and replant boulevard
trees is $26 million.

Urban Forest Issues
The annual report outlined other
issues facing the urban forest,
including:

Improve Tree-Watering – MPRB
added used 10 water trucks that dis-
perse 10,000 gallons of water/week;
newly planted the trees are the pri-
ority. Tree gators, which act as
reservoirs for watering, are being
used. In addition the public has
been encouraged to help water
trees through public information.

Increase the Tree Canopy – Due
to disease and insects, more trees
are being lost than planted. With
the current tree canopy in Min-
neapolis at 25 percent, the MTAC is
set a goal of 30 percent by 2030.
Ways to improve the canopy
include providing incentives to pri-
vate-property owners and aerial

mapping to compile data on the
urban tree canopy. The GIS-based
mapping project would identify
impervious surfaces, water and bare
soil to monitor canopy-cover targets
and quantify the value of trees in
stormwater reduction, energy sav-
ings and air quality.

Utility Tree-Pruning – MTAC is
working with Xcel Energy’s tree-
pruning program to improve notices
to residents before pruning, educate
the public about aesthetics vs. prun-
ing and work with cable companies
regarding low cables.

Recommendations for future
efforts as outlined by the MTAC
include:

Avoid tree grates where possible
with raised planters, permeable
paving and roof runoff channels.

Continue to fund the City Trees
Program.

Adopt design guidelines for
streets and sidewalks.

Adapt the street master plan to
include more species diversity.

“We value our relationship with
the MTAC and all the work they do
to help us enhance the Minneapolis
urban forest,” said Jon Gurban,
MPRB Superintendent. “Trees are
such an important resource not just
for the quality of life and their beau-
ty, but what they do for the long-
term health and well-being of our
environment and society. Both the
MPRB and MTAC remain committed
to safeguarding our natural treas-
ure.”

Parks www.minneapolisparks.org

Park Board Updating Tree Ordinances
Minneapolis Tree Advisory Commission presents annual report

November 2, 2009 Full moon, the Ojibwe Freezing moon. Keep an
eye on the weather forecast and give shrubs and
trees a last soaking before bringing in the hose.

November 4, 1991 Wirth Lake freezes. I’ve been keeping records since
1975 and there is a clear trend toward later freeze-
ups. Volunteer observers across the state are
reporting this data to the DNR.

November 8, 1986 Temperature drops from 55º to 20º overnight as a
powerful low pressure system brings high winds
and snow across the state. Instant winter!

November 10, 1998 The Edmund Fitzgerald reports she is listing in 45
mph winds and 10 foot seas off Whitefish Point in
Lake Superior; a squall is reported at 7:25 PM and
she disappears from radar.

November 21, 1990 High 67º and sunny.

Ash Borer pests? 
Call the 

Arrest-the-pest Hotline

651-201-6684
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Mosses and Clubmosses – Part 1 of 2 
November 2009

Compared with the subject of
the previous column – trees
and their autumn colors,

mosses and clubmosses are quite
small.  Mosses are an inch or two
tall and clubmosses might reach six
to twelve inches in height.  Mosses
and clubmosses are evergreen and
can be appreciated nearly year-
round.  They grow in moist shade
on the Superior Hiking Trail of the
north shore of Lake Superior as
well as other northern Minnesota
locales.  The subject of Mosses and
Clubmosses is too broad for one
column so both November and
December 2009 columns will
address the subject.  

In understanding mosses and
clubmosses, consider the levels of
plant development or evolution.
From lower to higher, plants
advance from green algae to moss-
es (no roots) to clubmosses which
possess both a vascular system and
roots.   More advanced still are seed
bearing and flowering plants.   

Moss is one of the most primitive
of land plants – a “step” above
water-dwelling algae.  Mosses form
a “bridge” between water and land.
Moss conducts water and nutrients
across its surface rather than con-
ducting water and nutrients through
itself as other plants do.  This con-
ductive feature of the higher plants
is known as a higher plant’s vascu-
lar system.  Like lichens with which
they are sometimes confused, moss-
es grow on logs, stumps, live tree
trunks, rocks, soils, sand, and roofs.  

None of these are true mosses
(regardless of its common name):
Spanish moss, Irish or Scotch moss
planted along stone walking paths.
Flowers are a “give-away” that it is
a higher plant rather than a spore-
producing true moss.  Reindeer
moss is a lichen, more accurately
known by its proper common
name, Reindeer Lichen.  

Mosses are far more than mere
“decoration” in the woods – not just
the “carpet” of the forest floor.
Further research will confirm many
hypotheses, mosses may play the
following roles in the forest ecosys-
tem:  absorb potassium and filter
heavy metal pollutants, maintain
humidity, retain nutrients on the
forest floor, and colonize forest
floor after fires or after wind-thrown
disturbance.

Though mosses are not eaten – at
least not by humans  (mosses are
bitter and gritty), human and animal
uses of mosses do include:

-“chinking” to fill gaps between
logs in log cabins

-In “old days” as linings for dia-
pers or sanitary napkins.

-As bandages during World War I
when warfare in Egypt affected the
availability of cotton supplies.

-Warm cushioned lining in bed-
ding, pillows, moccasins, winter
boots and mittens – found with the
“ice man” 

-Decoration for baskets
-Lamp wicks
-Scrubbing “sponges” for dishes
-Wet mosses “sandwiched”

between “layers” of foot during
steaming/cooking in a rustic oven

-Mossy logs form “nurse logs” to
provide a “nursery” for seeds that
fall on them.  

-Birds weave mosses into their
nests possibly to cushion and insu-
late the eggs…

Moss can be found in the city as
well as the forest.  Mosses and
clubmosses are quite prolific,
spreading far into the forest beyond
the trail.  In moist forests, mosses
grow on all sides of trees, not just
on the north side of trees.  Urban
conditions lead to mosses that form
dense cushions or tufts that resist or
endure drying compared with their
relatives that grow in moist wood-
lands.

In urban environments, moss is
found in shade, acidic, compacted
soil.  Moss is wrongly thought to
“kill” turf grass.  In fact, the weak
and ethereal moss cannot kill the
sturdy and the relatively deeply
grass plants.  The humble and lowly
moss is simply growing where
another plant – the cultivated lawn
– will not.  Moss can grow on many
different surfaces, including roofs.

Sphagnum Moss was covered in
an earlier column that addressed
bogs.  Sphagnum Moss lowers the
pH of soil (increases acidity of soil)
and thus conditions its habitat for
growth of a specific ecosystem.
Because of their natural affinity for
water, sphagnum moss can absorb
twenty to forty times its weight in
water.  Mosses have some astrin-
gent and mildly antiseptic proper-
ties.  Sphagnum moss in bogs is
also a “sink” for carbon.  There is
“more living carbon in sphagnum
moss than in any other single genus
on the planet.”1

The moss that grows in sidewalk
cracks, Bryum argenteum, or Silvery
Bryum, is among the most common
of mosses.  It is named for the sil-
very color of its dry and dormant
leaves.  

Moss field identification is diffi-
cult.  Examining mosses carefully
requires a hand lens and bowing
low to the ground.  Not usually
used, common names are often an
awkward or clumsy translation of
the Latin genus and species names.
Interesting adjectives abound:
feather, creeping, shiny, golden,
sickle, rusty, narrow-leaved, yellow,
spongy, cushion, powderpuff,
glossy, cotton, blue, rock, white-
tipped, mousetail, fringed, hoary,
wooly, wrinkle-leaved, twisted,
curly-leaved screw, beard.  Plicate
describes a leaf folded in accordion
pleats.  Complanate refers to a leaf

flattened as if pressed between
pages of a book

From a botany field trip to Isle
Royale, I learned of what might be
called the “Big Four” common
mosses that can be found.  Fern or
Feather Moss, Red Stem Moss,
Ostrich-Plume Moss, and Shaggy
Moss.
Mountain Fern Moss, Mountain Feather
Moss or Stair Step Moss (Hylocomium
splendens)
Resembles miniature fern or feather;
upon further examination, the inter-
esting detail of its “stair step”
growth habit becomes apparent.
Each year, the moss grows upward
from the previous year’s growth
and its fern-like or feather-like
“branch” grows outward.  Thus
each year’s growth forms a new
“step”.  The stems are reddish like
red-stemmed moss.
Red-stemmed Moss or Big Red Stem
(Pleurozium schreberi)
Red-stemmed moss is very common
in Jack Pine forests.  A member of
the “feather mosses” group, its
stems are red and have no second-
ary “branches”.
Ostrich-plume Moss or Knight’s Plume
(Ptilium crista-castrensis)
In optimal conditions, the plumes
stand upright with branches curved
under, just like an ostrich plume.
Shaggy Moss (Rhytidiadelphus tri-
quetrus)  
Relatively large leaves, shiny yellow
green, have serrations and grow in
unorganized masses with stems
turning every direction.  Side
branches are irregular in spacing
and length.

Mosses fill a particular niche.
Above all, or more appropriately,
below all, mosses grow on surfaces
– surfaces of rocks, bark of trees
and logs, on the crust of soil or
sand – similar to lichen.  In this
“boundary layer” within just a few

centimeters or an inch or two of
surfaces, air speed and temperature
are moderated; and the growing
environment is either warmer or
cooler than extremes found further
away.  

Imagine that you lay down on
sand at the beach on a sunny but
windy day – like many an after-
noon during the 2009 summer --
the world’s shortest summer.  Now
press your body tight against the
surface of the sand.  Notice the lack
of air movement – even on a windy
day.   Holding one’s self tight to the
surface allows one to capture and
retain the sun’s warmth and the air’s
water vapor/moisture as well.  This
and the capillary action between
leaves are important for a plant that
has no conductive tissues.  Valuable
too are gases like carbon dioxide –
a building block of photosynthesis
– collected through the moss leaves.
Growing much taller than one inch
or two, and mosses would dry out.  

The December column will dis-
cuss the ecology and reproduction
of mosses as well as explore the
topic of clubmosses.

Sources:
1  Gathering Moss:  A Natural and
Cultural History of Mosses,  Robin
Wall Kimmerer, Oregon State Uni-
versity Press, 2003, Page 111.
The Elfin World of Mosses and Liv-
erworts of Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula and Isle Royale,  Janice M.
Glime, Isle Royale Natural History
Association, 1993

Study mosses and club mosses and
learn to appreciate the little things
in life…it will be worth your effort!

- Greg Lecker , U of M Extension 
Service Master Gardener, Minnesota

Master Naturalist Volunteer

View 
From the Bridge
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A Meandering History of
Bryn Mawr: Part 1
By Davis Klaila, Area 4

30,000 years ago Bryn Mawr real estate was
underwater for the first time.  The meander-
ing waters of what would become the Mis-

sissippi ran high and shallow and a retreating
glacier left a large chunk of ice.  The higher
ground of Bryn Mawr is moraine deposited by
the retreating glacier and East Bryn Mawr was the
riverbed.  Our lower hills may have existed as
sandbars or other forms of silt deposit.  As the
river carved its path creating limestone channels
(take a trip to river road by the locks to see what
time and water can do) the geography of Bryn
Mawr emerged as the water drained away.  The
melting glacial deposit also gave us Cedar,
Brownie and Wirth Lake. The remnants of the
river flow can be seen as we look at the remain-
ing channels.  With a little imagination the path-
way of Bassett's Creek, the meadows and the
soon to be light rail route all have a certain river-
ness to them.  Another reminder is our unstable
ground.  Residents of Sheridan Avenue and oth-
ers with older clay drain pipes often find the
pipes have been “moved” creating a home for
tree roots and soil to the disadvantage of once
dry basements.

Fast forward a few eons and we find a sylvan
glade replete with the rushing waters of Bassett’s
Creek.  Bassett’s Creek was admired by the early
residents for its water volume and seen as clearly
superior to the smaller and lower volume Min-
nehaha Creek.  Sad to say civic boosters won out
giving Minnehaha center stage while literally
burying Bassett’s Creek.  An historical (1800s)
look at Glenwood Springs shows teams of horse
drawn water wagons parked by the cascading
(all-be-they small) falls created by the Bassett’s
Creek dam and remnants of the dam and the
manufacturing, water and milling industry it
spawned can still been seen in the waters of the
creek.  The much “graffitied” mill tells the end of
the story.  So Bassett’s Creek may have lost the
beauty contest but its assets gave rise to our
neighborhood.

The Wilds was our former name.  Bryn Mawr
was a wilderness outpost far from the population
centers of Saint Anthony falls and Fort Snelling.
Perched at the east end of the Meadows (site of
Dunwoody today) stood a saw mill. Logs floated
down a tributary of the Mississippi to the mill. In
the fullness of time a neighborhood began to
emerge.  Our early residents were employees of
the rail road.  The Minneapolis and St. Louis rail
line had its train yard where the impound lot and
eastern parts of the Meadows are today.  The rail
line had its problems and was often referred to
as the “misery and short life” or more affection-
ately as the “Tooten Louie.” One spooky tale is
when Bryn Mawr ate the train.

One night five or so rail cars loaded with fill
for the unstable soils (remember the river) of the
rail yard were parked under the Laurel Avenue

bridge (the bridge ran beside what is now the
Dunwoody Institute and linked Laurel to Hen-
nepin).  The next morning the railcars were
gone, swallowed up by Bryn Mawr. The Misery
and Short Life rail line determined it was cheaper
to bury the cars and so they rest today,
entombed in the restless soil of Bryn Mawr.

Laurel Avenue was once a major thoroughfare.
The trolley came from Hennepin Ave in Min-
neapolis out Laurel to its terminus where the Bryn
Mawr coffee shop now stands.  The strange little
triangle is where the trolleys turned. Riding along
Laurel one would see various manufacturing con-
cerns (including a macaroni factory) and the
majestic homes built on Newton and Oliver. Laurel
Avenue ended at Xerxes cutting through what is
now Anwatin School. About this time (early 1800s)
our Kenwood neighbors lobbied to get the rail
yards moved into our Bryn Mawr meadows as
they hated the noise, smell and riff raff.  Our
unstable ground came to the rescue and the
meadows became the site of a golf course, polo
field, croquet and tennis courts and other enjoy-
ments. The rail yard stayed in Kenwood. 

Beginning in the mid 1800s our neighborhood
began to grow. Bryn Mawr School was erected in
the triangle formed by Laurel, Sheridan and
Cedar Lake Road South.  A large dairy farm was
started on 160 acres and the farmhouse sat at the
corner of Laurel and Upton.  The school and
farm are gone but the late fifties and early sixties
style of the homes in those areas mark the spot.
Our fabled garages figure into this history as
well.  The house at the corner of Thomas and
Mt. View  (once known as Erie Street) was the
home of the milkman.  He parked his milk
wagon and sheltered his horses in the two-story
garage. The pulley over the hay mound door
(now window) gives witness to its history. Anoth-
er garage owned by the Fruen family (famous for

the mill and little known inventors of the first
vending machine to dispense liquids) may have
utilized the first electric garage door opener in
Minnesota.

Bryn Mawr as we know it began to take shape
from 1820 – 1920.  Real estate developers like the
Thorpe’s (see ad above) began selling parcels in
an area known as Glenwood Heights.  Glen-
wood Heights’ eastern boundary is Sheridan,
western Upton, north Laurel and Cedar Lake
Road on the south.  The sections closer to the
trolley terminus sold quickly with the lots on the
west side taking up to 50 years to sell, despite
the development of a grocery store and butcher
shop on the western corner of Thomas and
Cedar Lake Road South.  The western edge of
Bryn Mawr remained a dairy farm until parts
became St. Margaret’s Academy now Anwatin
School, the Standard Oil Company (now Qwest)
and Glenwood Park (now Theo Wirth).

To appreciate why Bryn Mawr was known as
the Wilds take a walk into Wirth Park near the
Quaking Bog.  It is 1760 or so. Imagine you are
in an old growth forest with trees well over 500
hundred years old, many of the trees around the
bog are less than 100 years old as the area was
heavily logged at least once.  The tree canopy
would have been dense, the terrain hilly, and
dotted with bogs and marshland.  Bryn Mawr
was truly a wild place and remained so until the
early 1800’s.  

Part 2 will look at Bryn Mawr from 1920 to about
1975.  Any stories or photos readers may have
from that time period will be appreciated well
cared for and promptly returned.  You may con-
tact me with historical contributions or comments
at dklaila@gmail.com.

Out & About
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In an effort to increase the visibil-
ity of our local business commu-
nity in the Bryn Mawr neighbor-

hood, we have included a new
monthly column that focuses on
businesses that are located in the
neighborhood, whether they are
store front businesses, office center
based businesses or home-based
businesses. As neighbors, we have a
lot of talent, and this will be one
way to showcase the talent that lives
and works in our neighborhood.  

One local Bryn Mawr Business
that caters to the neighborhood
businesses as well as to the larger
business community is Sandy Hull &
Associates, LLC – Search Engine
Optimization and Marketing. Sandy
Hull has been a resident of Bryn
Mawr since 1984, and decided to
start a home based business in 2007
after a career in marketing, commu-
nications and non-profit fundraising.
Sandy Hull & Associates is growing
her business and the businesses of
her clients through online market-

ing.  Online marketing includes,
search engine optimization through
Google and Yahoo, E-Mail cam-
paigns and Blog writing are all part
of her marketing strategy to increase
sales, branding, and profitability.
Sandy’s company helps small busi-
ness clients develop websites that
are found by consumers and busi-
nesses using internet searches on
Google, Yahoo, Ask.com, Bing, and
directories. Industry research indi-
cates that 70% of consumers search
Google first. Sandy Hull wants to
make sure that your business can be
found through the business name,
keyword searches of your industry,
products, and services both locally
and nationwide. 

One advantage of online market-
ing is its flexibility and cost-effec-
tiveness. Online marketing can easi-
ly be tested to measure what con-
tent is attracting visitors to learn
more, and persuading them through
a call to action to pick up the
phone and call or email the busi-
ness for information on products,

services, hours of operation, prices,
location and value. In fact, most
people at small and medium sized
businesses prefer researching prod-
ucts and services by using the inter-
net, and 50% of managers at large
enterprises prefer internet research
to printed literature. Internet infor-
mation is dynamic, and readers tend
to prefer its content over managing,
filing and retrieving paper docu-
ments, that can become quickly out
of date. 

Through the internet, consumers
and business managers can reach a
broader audience and connect with
people that they may not have been
able to connect with in the past.
Social networks on portals such as
LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter and
other niche sites create online com-
munities that can communicate
information about an event, show-
case a product, and build brand
awareness to targeted audience of
interested people. 

Advertising on Google, Yahoo,
LinkedIn and Facebook can be

affordable to the small business
owner. One of the advantages of
advertising on these sites is the abili-
ty to control your costs, deliver a
specific and compelling message
that is more informative than a tradi-
tional advertising, and the message
is delivered only to an interested
and targeted audience. This type of
advertising works well for products
and services, as well as the business
to consumer (B to C) or business to
business (B to B) buyer. If your
business would like to complement
its print advertising with online mar-
keting and advertising, Sandy would
be delighted to speak with you
about your business marketing
needs. 

If you have an idea for an interest-
ing neighborhood business to fea-
ture, call 612.605.3966 or email
sandy@sandyhull.com.

Spotlight on Business
by Sandy Hull

Thursday, December 3, 2009

Come Show Your Wares 
At The Fair!

Anwatin Arts & Crafts
Fair

The annual Anwatin Arts & Crafts Fair, sponsored by
Anwatin Middle School and the Anwatin Community

School Council, will be held on Thursday, December 3rd. 
The Anwatin Music Department will hold a concert and

there will be an “Empty Bowls” community service project
that evening. If you are interested in having a table at the fair,
call Mary Duffy at 612-926-5547. Leave a message and a reg-

istration form will be mailed to you.

See You There!
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BMNA Schools
Committee Update

Following the Minneapolis Pub-
lic School Board September 22
vote on the Changing Schools

Options (CSO) plan, BMNA school
committee members committed to
monitoring school board decisions
impacting school choice. Committee
co-chairs Lynda Shaheen and Jessica
Wiley also believe that discussion, in
partnership with the Bryn Mawr Ele-
mentary PTA and other invested
parties, should continue with school
board members about how the
school district might look in the
future. 

At the October 14 BMNA board
meeting, a request from Area 6
neighbor Vida Ditter to hold a
neighborhood wide meeting about
school options was referred to the
schools committee for a recommen-
dation. The schools committee will
meet this fall to determine how best

to engage Bryn Mawr community
members in this discussion. Neigh-
bors articulated their determination
to maintain Bryn Mawr as a south-
west neighborhood during town hall
meetings held by the school district
in September, through petitions,
emails, and letters. Clearly the com-
munity expects that school path-
ways to southwest area schools for
Bryn Mawr students be maintained
in the future. School committee
members will be discussing how
best to continue engagement with
neighbors.  

The BMNA Schools Committee
(listed in the October Bugle), with
representatives from each of the
seven Bryn Mawr areas, has four
regularly scheduled meetings during
the year. Meetings are also called
when needed to address issues
raised by school board decisions, at
BMNA board meetings, or by neigh-
bors. 

- Jessica Wiley, BMNA Schools 
Committee Co-chair

Changing School Options 

The Minneapolis Public School
(MPS) Board of Directors
voted on September 22 to

pass the Changing School Options
plan.  The Superintendent immedi-
ately appointed a Transition Team
charged with making the transition
for students, families and staff as
smooth as possible.    Jackie Turner,
Director of Family Engagement and
Courtney Cushing Kiernat, MPS par-
ent and consultant, are working
with schools to develop individual
school work plans that address spe-
cific school changes and concerns.

MPS families will receive a letter
mid-November detailing individual
students’ school options and the
placement process.     In addition,
Placement Center staff will be attend-
ing school events to assist individual
families with the transition process.

You can learn more about the
Changing School Options Transition
at www.mpls.k12.mn.us or by call-
ing 612-668-0478.

- Courtney Cushing Kiernat, MPS

Hot Coffee and Baked Goods on
Election Day

On Election Day, Tuesday,
November 3, citizens in line
to vote at Bryn Mawr Com-

munity School will be greeted by the
Bryn Mawr PTA. They will be taking
donations for coffee and treats to
sleepy, hungry voters.

Donate
Like to bake? Why not help out the
PTA and drop off a donation. Volun-
teer parents will have a table set up
in the hall of the school starting at
7:00 am.   Homemade or store
bought items are welcomed. Please
bring donated baked goods to Bryn
Mawr School by 9 am Nov. 3.

Buy and Enjoy
Come to the polls hungry. Bring a
few bucks and enjoy some hot cof-
fee, cool treats and a warm feeling
of helping out our neighborhood
school! Any questions?  Contact
Patty Wycoff @ 612-377-4565 or
pwycoff@comcast.net.

It’s a Book Fair!
Thursday Evening, Nov. 5th, 6:00-8:00
in the Bryn Mawr School 
Cafeteria and Big Gym

Park View Montessori PTA is
holding a Book Fair & Fund
Raising Event With a Chili

Dinner, Bake Sale and other Fund
Raising Activities.

This is a great opportunity for
parents and grandparents to pur-

chase their Christmas gift books and
baked goods and help the PTA fund
their many events and activities.

- Dan Christianson

High School Information 
Meetings

Minneapolis Public Schools is
hosting informational meet-
ings for students who will

be selecting a high school for fall
2009. Minneapolis public schools
adopted a plan which changes the
school options for many students.
(Note: current high school students
are grandfathered and will continue
to receive transportation to the
school they currently attend.)

Students may request admittance
to any high school, but first priority
placement will be given to those
who live in the school’s attendance
area. Second priority will go to stu-
dent’s selecting their other zone
choice. If space permits, students
will receive transportation to either
of their “in-zone”choices. If a stu-
dent is admitted to a school outside
their zone, transportation will not be
provided. 

There are citywide magnets at
South and North High schools. If
students receive one of the lottery
spots into these programs, trans-
portation will be provided. 

The attendance area that includes
the Bryn Mawr and Harrison neigh-
borhoods is in both Zone 1 and 3.
These students have first priority
placement at both Patrick Henry
and Southwest high schools. They
have second priority at the other in-
zone choices, Edison (Zone1) or
Washburn (Zone 3).

Meetings
Zone 1: Edison and Henry*   
Wednesday, Nov. 4, at 6:30 p.m.
Sheridan School 
1201 University Ave. NE

Zone 2:  Roosevelt and South*    
Thursday, Nov. 5, at 6:30 p.m.
Anne Sullivan School 
3100 E. 28th St.

Zone 3:  Southwest and Washburn*   
Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 6:30 p.m.
Burroughs School 1601 W. 50th St.

Zone 3:  Southwest and Washburn*   
Thursday, Nov. 12, at 6:30 p.m.
Burroughs School 
1601 W. 50th St.  
*There will be representatives from
the citywide magnets at South and
North high schools at all meetings.

- JoEllyn Jolstad 

Youth & Schools

Soccer Super Stars

The Bryn Mawr/Kenwood “Black Cats” WESAC 11U soccer team
(above) finished the season being undefeated and made it to the
second round of the district playoffs. Neighborhood kids include:

Kalley Carlson, Ava Elofson, Annika Knutson, Isabel McLaughlin, Quinn
Morris, Marie Rassier and Jamie Skov. The Bryn Mawr/Kenwood
WESAC 13U was also undefeated and made it to the second round of
the district playoffs. Bryn Mawr players Chloe Engel and Rosa Johnson
are pictured below with their team.

It’s School Choice TIme!
Why not “go local” and check out the neighborhood schools?

To schedule a tour call:
Bryn Mawr Elementary PreK-5

612-668-2508
Anwatin International Baccalaureate Middle School 

612-668-2478

City of Minneapolis Curfews
Age Sun-Thurs Fri-Sat

Under 12 9:00 pm 10:00 pm
12-14 10:00 pm 11:00 pm
15-17 11:00 pm 12:00 pm

Minneapolis 311 is available weekdays from 7:00 a.m - 11:00 p.m.
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BMNA Board Members
President:

Marlin Possehl 377-5662
Vice President:

Larry Skov 374-1561
Co-Treasurer:

Ben Horn 382-7982 
Adam Maki 343-3346

Secretary: 
OPEN

NRP Steering Committee Chair
Scott McLaughlin 374-9494

Community School Advisory Council:
JoEllyn Jolstad 377-8968

Area Representatives
1 Greg Froehle 926-2882

Dave Holets 922-8274
2 Lynda Shaheen 374-4201

Susan Verrett 377-7447
3 Rick Carter 381-1473

Jessica Wiley 374-3481
4 Christopher Etz 378-2987

Paul Markert 381-2604
5 David Logsdon 377-9689
6 Jay Peterson 377-4677

Barry Schade 377-8152
7 Steve Harvey 374-3613

Andrew Kraling 226-6249

Are You New to the 
Neighborhood? 

Contact Your  Area Representative 
for a Welcome Packet!

The Bryn Mawr Bugle is the official newsletter of the Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Associ-
ation (BMNA) and is published every month, except January.

Distribution is free to Bryn Mawr residents; copies are also available at the Bryn
Mawr Coffee Shop, the Bryn Mawr Market, Bryn Mawr Mobile and Cuppa Java.
Subscriptions are $21 per year.Letters must be signed and include a phone num-
ber.They are subject to editing. Please call the editor if you have questions about
submitting material. Electronic submissions (CD or email) are preferred.

Copy deadline for the December issue is November 20!
Display Ads are due November 20. Ads must be pre-paid & camera ready. 

Call Deryck Jolstad at (612) 377-8968 or djolstad@msn.com for rates.
GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES: All ad copy is subject to approval by the paper, which reserves the
right to reject or request changes to an ad. Ad placement does not imply endorsement by the BMNA. The
advertiser, not the paper, is responsible for the truthful content of the ad. Readers use service/product
providers at their own risk and are solely responsible for checking references, state agencies, BBB, etc.

Bugle Corps

Editor
JoEllyn B. Jolstad 377-8968
bugle@bmna.org

Contributing Editors
Neighborhood Coordinator
Patty Wycoff 377-4565
pwcoordinator@comcast.net

Police Liaison CCP/SAFE
Tim Hammett 673-2866

Display Ads
Deryck Jolstad 377-8968
djolstad@msn.com 

Want Ads/Wildlife Watch
Carolyn Bastick 377-8457
cj0159@aol.com

Subscriptions
Kevina Munnich 374-1854
kevina@munnich.com

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 16437
Minneapolis, MN 55416-0437
Drop Off Box
Bryn Mawr Market, 
behind the counter

Web Site
bmna.org

SUPPORT THE BMNA!
We have some of the cheapest rates around
Why don’t you advertise in the Bugle?!!

Display Ad Rates Page Size Residents Non Residents
Full Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10"w X 16"h  . . . . . .$240  . . . . . .$280
Half page, horizontal  . . . .10"w X 7 7/8"h  . . . .$120  . . . . . .$140
Half page, vertical  . . . . . . .4 7/8"w X 16"h  . . . .$120  . . . . . .$140
Quarter page, horizontal  . .10"w X 3 7/8"h  . . . . .$60  . . . . . . .$70
Quarter page, vertical  . . . .4 7/8"w X 7 7/8"h  . . . $60  . . . . . . .$70
Quarter page, 1-column  . .2 3/8"w X 16"h  . . . . .$60  . . . . . . .$70
3-column, 1/4 high  . . . . . .7 3/8"w X 3 7/8"h  . . .$45  . . . . . . .$55
Sixth-page vertical  . . . . . . .4 7/8 x 6 3/8  . . . . . . . .$45  . . . . . . . .$55
Eighth page, horizontal  . . .4 7/8"w X 3 7/8"h  . . .$30  . . . . . . .$35
Business Card, horizontal  .4 7/8"w X 2 3/8"h  . . .$20  . . . . . . .$25
Business Card, vertical  . . .2 3/8"w X 3 7/8"h  . . .$20  . . . . . . .$25
Inserts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.5"w X 11"h  . . . . . .$135  . . . . . .$155
(Inserts must be printed by you,double or single-sided.)

Color Now Available!
$60 each color, limit three per issue, 

Does not include ad placement fee.Some production costs may apply.

Full-Color Also Available!
Call for Details.

Ads are due the 20th of each month and should be 
camera-ready and paid in advance.

For more information contact Deryck (377-8968) djolstad@msn.com

For classified ads contact Carolyn Bastick (377-8457)
CJ0159@aol.com


