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Th e o d o re Wirth Park aro u n d
the vicinity of Wirth Lake
(Glenwood Avenue and Wi r t h

Parkway) has undergone significant
updates this year.  Construction for
the year is now completed and visi-
tors can enjoy upgraded trails that
e n c i rcle the lake, thanks to the
installation of a boardwalk along the
north side of the lake.

These updates are part of an
extensive capital improvements pro j-
ect that has been broken into phas-
es.  Earlier phases included a re n o-
vation of the beach and beach
house and construction of a new
p l a y g round and volleyball courts.
C u r rent projects include trail
i m p rovements, parking lot re n o v a-
tion, wetlands restoration, impro v e d
access to the picnic pavilion, and
t ree replacement.  Future pro j e c t s
under consideration include a re n o-
vation of the pavilion, additional
trail improvements, improved picnic
facilities, and water quality impro v e-
ment initiatives.

Originally scheduled to be done
by mid-summer, these activities
w e re delayed by the May torn a d o

and discovery of contamination in
the wetlands area.  The torn a d o
devastated many trees in the are a ,
cutting a swath from the quaking
bog in a north-northeasterly dire c-
tion, through the Wirth Beach are a ,
c rossing the lake, and continuing
into North Minneapolis.  Fortunately
t h e re was little damage to the beach
house and playground, but the new
beach dock was destroyed and the
boardwalk took major damage.  The
beach was closed all season as Park
s t a ff struggled to manage cleanup
and damage claims.

As a regular park patron I found
the delays to be frustrating, but I
commend Park staff for completing
the work this season despite the dif-
ficult delays.  I highly re c o m m e n d
that you enjoy a walk around the
lake on one of these warm fall days.

I n f o rmation on this project, as
well as design considerations for all
of Wirth Park (including the are a
north of Highway 55) is available at:
h t t p : / / w w w . m i n n e a p o l i s p a r k s . o rg / d
efault.asp?PageID=1150, or call Min-
neapolis Park and Recreation Board
at 612-230-6400.

- Karen Soderberg, Area 7

December 10, 2011 Full moon, the Ojibwe Descending Cold moon. 

December 11, 2010 S a t u rnalia Festival in Bryn Mawr cancelled
because of “Snowmaggedon.” The biggest snow-
s t o rm to hit the Twin Cities since the Halloween
s t o rm in 1991 whited out -- and pretty much para-
lyzed -- the metro area and much of the rest of
M i n n e s o t a .

December 15, 2006 A local veterinarian rescued about 20 starving
white pelicans, stranded on Pelican Lake in Wr i g h t
County, unable to fish because of ice cover. Per-
haps they dawdled flying south, lulled by the
year’s unseasonably warm weather. Pelicans win-
ter in the Gulf of Mexico and breed in the Dako-
tas and Manitoba, including lakes Traverse and
Big Stone on the Minnesota border. The rest of
our state is fly-over country each spring and fall.

December 18, 2005 Watched a northern lights display over the Men-
dota Bridge for about 1/2 hour. Classic slender
vertical shimmering veils of green and white.

December 24, 2004. Low -10º. Brilliant sun dogs on either side of the
rising sun on the way to work.
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Wi rth Lake Construction Update

Snowshoeing at Wi rth Pa r k
Sa t u rd a y, December 10th 10:00am to 11:30am

Snowshoe through Wirth Park in an area that most people only
see in summer. Watch for wildlife as you tromp through the
snow. Snowshoes provided. Meet at the Wirth Beach parking lot

on Glenwood Ave just east of Theodore Wirth Parkway. Register at
m i n n e a p o l i s p a r k s . o rg or call 313-7725. $10

Along the horizon, you can see where new improvements to Wirth Park include
a boardwalk along Hwy 55, completing a trail around Wirth Lake for walkers
and runners.The walkway was destroyed by last summer’s tornado shortly
after completion but has been restored. Keep watch for more improvements
which are on the way.

This is the view looking north from the west end of the floating walkway which
now surrounds the beach in front of the beach house.
-Photos by Marlin Possehl, Area 3




