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	Plans for Bryn Mawr light-rail
stations 




The consultants and public agencies, involved in Southwest LRT station area planning, held public open houses to present preliminary plans for the five Minneapolis stations, including ones at Penn Ave. and Van White Parkway in Bryn Mawr.

The station area planning effort, which was scheduled to be finished by the end of 2010, was intended to provide:
· Conceptual designs for each station (platform, sidewalks, drop off, etc). 

· A detailed land use plan for a half-mile radius around each station. 

· An implementation plan for each station area.

The consultants, AECOM, presented materials at an August 24, 2010 meeting with representatives of affected neighborhoods that suggested these preliminary ideas for the Bryn Mawr stations:

Van White
· Envisions a grade-level station with a single platform between two LRT tracks.  

· An adjacent plaza that could include retail and commercial space. 

· Assumes completion of Van White Parkway connecting Dunwoody Blvd. to the Heritage Park development. Station would be immediately west of the parkway. 

· Assumes that market conditions will not allow development of the Linden Yards "banana parcel" to the same density that is envisioned in the 2006 Bassett Creek Valley Master Plan in the near term.  

· Includes significant surface parking. 

· Allows for construction of a commuter rail train storage yard in the eastern part of the "banana parcel," possibly with a parking structure or additional development above it in the future. 

· Additional information on the Van White station, including a rough site plan, is on the Southwest Transitway website: http://www.southwesttransitway.org/technical-documents/doc_download/254-van-white-station-graphics-a-meeting-notes.html
Penn Avenue
· Envisions a grade-level, single-platform station between two LRT tracks slightly east of the juncture of the Cedar Lake and Kenilworth trails.  

· A station entrance area would be created at the end of Penn Ave., south of I-394. This area could include a passenger drop-off area and bus transfer point.  

· The city has come out against park-and-ride lots at the neighborhood stations, so one is not in the plans at present.   

· An approximately 420-foot covered and heated walkway would be built from the entrance area at the top of the bluff, over the BNSF freight track. (By comparison, the pedestrian bridge between Loring Park and the Sculpture Garden is 380 feet). The walkway would be at least 25 feet off the ground based on federal freight rail clearance requirements. An elevator/stair shaft at the end of the skyway would allow passengers to reach the LRT platform. The cost of the Penn Ave. access infrastructure is estimated to be $6 to $8 million.  

· Passengers could also access the station platform from the Cedar Lake trail.  

· One concept for station entrance area shows a small mixed-use development, including retail, roughly in the area of the former Palm Brothers and current Joffe parcels. This was described as an option if market conditions prove favorable but planning documents refer to "difficult tenanting."  

· The plans do not address land use changes to other commercial areas within the half-mile area within the scope of station planning.  

· Additional information on Penn Avenue station, including a rough site plan, is  on the Southwest Transitway website: http://www.southwesttransitway.org/technical-documents/doc_download/255-penn-station-graphics-a-meeting-notes.html
More information on the station area planning process is here: http://www.southwesttransitway.org/station-area-planning.html
