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J.D. Rivers Children’s Garden will be the site
of a celebration of the new garden kiosk
and chimney swift tower on Tuesday, 
August 17 at 6:30-7:00 pm.  Please join us for

refreshments and a ribbon cutting at 7:00 pm.
There will be binoculars on loan and a short
birding walk for interested attendees.

The new home for chimney swifts is in the
J.D. Rivers Children’s Garden in Wirth Park
thanks to a $700 grant from the Audubon Society
of Minneapolis to the BMNA.  A third partner in
the project, Minneapolis Parks and Recreation
Board did the construction of the tower with the
attached educational kiosk.   Summer crews of
teens assisted in the construction.   The BMNA
will support the kiosk and tower with $150 in
funds for educational exhibits about the garden
and the value of the insect-eating chimney
swifts.

Chimney swift populations have been in
decline since European settlers arrived and our
Eastern woodlands with large hollow trees began
to disappear.  At first swifts adapted well to
masonry chimneys but as these too started to
disappear or were capped with screens, swift
numbers continued their decline.   The swift
tower will provide a roosting place for a swift
pair during breeding season and a roost for
many swifts during migration in late summer. 

-- Claudia Egelhoff, Area 4

August 12-13, 2010 Perseid meteor shower, producing around 50 mete-
ors per hour at peak. This is the most reliable mete-
or shower of the year. It should be a good one this
year, as the moon will be just a sliver, two days after
the new moon. Find a place away from city lights,
and look high in the NE sky.

August 18, 2008 Still 86º and humid at 9:30 PM. Went for a cool-off
swim at Wirth Lake. Still a glow in the NW sky.

August 19, 2009 First tornado touchdown in the city in 28 years,
starting near 53rd St and Park Ave and moving due
north to the Convention Center downtown. This
was an EF-0 tornado (lowest intensity) with top
winds between 75 and 85 mph. Maximum width
was about 500 yards. Most of the damage was done
by falling trees.

August 24, 2010 Full moon, the Ojibwe Harvest moon. At this time
of year night-singing insects are in full voice, pro-
ducing a chorus of mysterious sounds. You can look
for the singers using a flashlight covered by red
cloth or plastic without scaring them: katydids, tree
crickets, field crickets, and long-horned grasshop-
pers.

A “Picnic Operetta” at
J.D. Rivers Garden -
August 29 at 4:00 p.m.

The J.D. Rivers’ Children’s Garden at
Theodore Wirth Park sets the perfect
stage for “Tales of Hoffmann: A Picnic

Operetta” at 4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 29. The gar-
den is located at Glenwood Ave. and Wash-
burn North in Theodore Wirth Park.

Hoffmann is a globetrotting poet following
his romantic whims across Europe encounter-
ing fantastical adventures with robots, evil
magicians and ghosts. The performance by
Mixed Precipitation performance initiative is
perfect for opera lovers, gardeners, kids and
“foodies,” as locally-sourced food samplings
from the garden are prepared fresh and served
to translate the events of the story.    

Reservations are encouraged due to limited
seating. Please call 612-619-2112. The operetta
is free, but donations are appreciated. ASL
services are provided.

The presentation at J. D. Rivers’ is one of 12
selected community gardens in the Twin
Cities. This performance is supported by
grants from the Minnesota State Arts Board,
the St. Louis Park Arts and Culture Grant and
the Irwin Andrew Porter Foundation, in part-
nership with MPRB Environmental Education
Division. For more information visit
www.mixedprecipitation.wordpress.com.

Celebrate the New Kiosk and Chimney Swift Tower in
Wirth Park - August 17, 2010, 6:30-7:00 p.m.




