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Bryn Mawr Neighborhood As s o c i a t i o n
Bo a rd Mi n u t e s
Ma rch 12, 2008

P r e s e n t
Marlin Possehl, President; Chad
Smude, Co-Tre a s u re r, Rachel
Banken, Area 1, Jessica Wiley, Are a
3; Rick Carter, Area 3; Barry Shade,
A rea 6; Carey Sirianni, Area 6; Jay
Peterson, Area 6; Steve Harvey, Are a
7, Rob Harris, NRP Chair; JoEllyn
Jolstad, Bugle

1. Call to Order and In t ro d u c t i o n s
Meeting was called to order at 7:00
PM in the Bryn Mawr Elementary
Cafeteria. A quorum was pre s e n t .

2. Ap p roval of Consent Agenda includ-
i n g
• Today's agenda
• Acceptance of February Tre a s u r-
er's Report
Motion to approve and seconded 

3. City Council Re p o rt- Douglas Kre s s
re p o rted on behalf of Lisa Go o d m a n
The Joffe appeal for a variance for
signage will be heard in the city
council chambers on March 27.
Design Studio on Wayzata Blvd at
Xerxes is proposing to include a
c o ffee shop. A group is exploring
buying the Discover Mortgage build-
ing for a Muslim center focused on
c u l t u re and education. They would
need a conditional use perm i t .
Lunch with Lisa will be held Marc h
26. The city is discussing the pedes-
trian master plan. Rob Harris com-
mented positively on the pedestrian
focus. Tree Trust will again pro v i d e
1000 trees for $25. Kress briefly
commented on the library consoli-
dation, the Step-Up program, and
the pro g ress with wireless Intern e t
connection for Minneapolis

4. Activity re p o rt: Neighborhood Coor-
dinator- Possehl re p o rted for Pa t t y
Wyc o f f
Wy c o ff met with Maggie, the pro-
gram planner at Kenwood Park, to
discuss events that could occur this
summer at Bryn Mawr Meadows.
Thinking about collecting and re c y-
cling used florescent bulbs as a
n e i g h b o rhood pro j e c t .

5. Update from Nominations Committee
and request for any changes anticipated
Elections in May for president, sec-
retary, and even numbered are a
re p resentatives. NRP chair will not
be running again. 

6. Update on website re c o n s t ru c t i o n
c o m m i t t e e
Ron Sterbenz submitted a written
report. Work to convert the website
to a tool that can be easily main-
tained will be starting on March 17
and completed by April 9. Our cur-
rent website hosting company, Net-
work Solutions, will draft the modi-
fied website and host its re s u l t .

7. Update on Bugle re v i e w.
No re p o r t

Committee Report s
8. Land Use Committee -
Possehl reported for Vida Ditter.
Committee has discussed the sign
appeal by the Joffe Company. Bryn
Mawr was contacted by Ty rol Hills
to discuss the impact of the We s t
End development on the Area 2
f rontage ro a d .

9. NRP Funding and Committee
Re p o rt s - Rob Ha r r i s
Harris re f e r red to his request by
email for ideas for the non-motor-
ized transportation pilot pro g r a m .
He will be submitting a proposal by
M a rch 14.
• Housing Committee-no re p o r t
• Tr a ffic Committee-Met with Com-
missioner Mark Stenglein about

slowing traffic on Penn. Harris was
a s s u red that the county would paint
c rosswalks at Penn and Cedar Lake
Road. Larger stop signs will also be
i n s t a l l e d .
• Parks and Rec Committee-no
re p o r t
• Schools Committee- Jolstad
reported. Family Fun Night at Bryn
Mawr Elementary will be held
M a rch 20. Ta rget will be supporting
the school with their “Hands On
Schools” program. 50 Ta rget volun-
teers will work at the school on
April 30 to create a literacy oriented
feel.  Summer school will be off e re d
f rom 7:30 -3:30 four days a week in
July. This will have a negative
impact on the Sports Arts pro g r a m .

10. BFR Committee- (Fu n d r a i s i n g )
The annual membership drive has
raised $9000 to date. 45 new neigh-
bors joined, 150 renewed their
membership from last year. Letters
will be sent reminding neighbors to
join. Area reps will be asked to
make phone calls. We will again
host a BMNA garage sale in May,
and the ice cream social in July.

11. Re p o rts form BMNA Re p re s e n t a t i ve s
to affiliated gro u p s

• ROC- Possehl reported. Pro p e r t y
owners are worried about the height
limit proposed on Glenwood. This
will be the focus of the next meet-
i n g .
• L RT-Barry Shade reported. Wi l l
have a table about light rail at the
annual meeting in May to showcase
the variety of activities occurring
a round this development.

12. Discussion Items and Announce-
m e n t s
• The West End Development, near
394 and Park Place, was discussed.
o F u t u re agenda topic on re c y c l i n g
toxic waste. 
• N e i g h b o rhood Capitol Pro j e c t .
Carter reported. The process for
selecting a project was approved in
February. Ideas will be solicited
f rom neighbors through the Bugle. 

13. Ad j o u rned at 8:26 PM

Submitted by Jessica Wiley for Lisa
Mills

BMNA
Reporter

Wanted: Good Ideas for Improving

the Neighborhood!

Over the last few years,
the BMNA focused on
redesigning the Upton

Garden in Area 4. Board member
Cathy Skalicky, who is a land-
scape architect, created a design,
and with help from board mem-
bers and committed neighbors,
planned and carried out the
planting of the garden.

The neighborhood association
is soliciting ideas for our next

p roject. We will be collecting sug-
gestions, which will be re v i e w e d
by a board committee and pre-
sented to the BMNA board for a
vote. These projects are mainly
supported with sweat equity and
donations, although the board
has a small budget to support
some expenditures. 

If you have an idea for a pro j-
ect, contact Jessica Wiley, jesswi-
ley@comcast.net, or at 374-3481. 

Crime Pre vention Corn e r
April, 2008

As of March 22nd, the most recent date for
which statistics are available at this writ-
ing, Part One crime reports in Bryn Mawr

a re down 54%.  As you can see by the table
below, there were 24 Part One crimes re p o r t e d
as of March 22, 2007, while there are 11 re p o r t e d
for the same period this year.  The biggest re d u c-
tion comes in auto theft, from 9 on 2007 to none
so far this year.  That means that 9 fewer Bryn
Mawr residents woke up one morning or
re t u rned home to find their car missing.  

J A N U A RY 1ST THROUGH MARCH 22nd
B RYN MAW R 2 0 0 7 2 0 0 8 % Change
H O M I C I D E 0 0 N / A
R A P E 0 0 N / A
R O B B E RY 1 0 - 1 0 0 %
AGG. ASSAULT 1 1 0 %
B U R G L A RY 5 6 + 2 0 %
T H E F T 8 4 - 5 0 %
AUTO THEFT 9 0 - 1 0 0 %
A R S O N 0 0 0 %
T O TA L 2 4 1 1 - 5 4 %

This reduction in auto theft is in line with city-
wide trends.  Everyone should continue to prac-
tice good auto theft prevention measures.  If you
have a garage, use it.  If not, try to park in a well
lighted area that is easily visible to passersby.
Thieves don't like to be seen.  Always lock your
car and consider using a highly visible anti-theft
device like The Club.  And of course, never leave
your car with the keys in it. 

The other area where we see a significant
decline is in theft.  This is mostly theft from auto.
Overall thefts in Bryn Mawr are down 50%, fro m
8 in 2007 to only 4 in 2008.  Remember, never
leave anything in the passenger compartment of
your car that someone might want to steal.  

The only category that saw an increase so far
is burglary, up from 5 in 2007 to 6 in 2008.  As
I'm sure you all know from reading this column,
t h e re is a lot you can do to reduce your home's
vulnerability.  Make sure that you have good
sight lines around your house.  Don't give poten-
tial burglars places to hide while they break in.
Take a look at your landscaping to ensure that it
doesn't provide a burglar with cover.  Adequate
lighting is also important.  Motion detector lights
in front and back are great deterrents.  Make sure
that they're mounted high enough that a burg l a r
can't just reach up and unscrew the bulb.  

Good doors, windows and locking hardware
a re also critical.   The longer it takes a burglar to
b reak in, and the more noise he has to make,

the greater the risk of discovery.  Secure doors
and hardware can slow a burglar down enough
to make him give up and try a diff e rent home.  

It's also important this time of year to re m e m-
ber that if you're doing yard work in the back
yard to make sure that the front door is locked
and vice versa.  We always see an increase in
b u rglaries in the spring and summer in which
b u rglars enter unlocked homes while the home-
owner is outside doing yard work.  

A number of Bryn Mawr residents have taken
advantage of the Police Department's free Home
Security Survey.  If you haven't yet, you're
encouraged to do so.  It usually takes about 45
minutes to complete and your crime pre v e n t i o n
specialist can usually come up with some good
cost effective suggestions to improve your
home's security and reduce that chances that
you'll become a burglary statistic.  Call Crime
P revention Specialist Tim Hammett at (612) 673-
2866 to set up an appointment.    Let's work to
make every home in Bryn Mawr undesirable to
b u rglars.  

Finally, no strategy to prevent burglary is com-
plete without an effective network of observant,
knowledgeable neighbors, willing to call 911 to
report suspicious activity.  Everybody wins when
we all look out for each other.   

- Tim Hammett, MPD Crime 
Prevention Specialist

Crime & Safety


