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Board Minutes - November 12, 2008

P r e s e n t :
Marlin Possehl, President; Chad
Smude, Co-Tre a s u re r, Rachel
Banken, Area 1, Sue Ve r rett, Area 2;
Jessica Wiley, Area 3; Christopher
Etz, Area 4; Paul Markert, Area 4;
Barry Shade, Area 6; Steve Harvey,
A rea 7; Patty Wy c o ff, Neighborh o o d
Coordinator; JoEllyn Jolstad, Bugle.
Also in attendance were Dylan
Thomas from the Southwest Journ a l
and Michael Kotch from the Mpls
M i r ro r.
1. Call to Order and In t ro d u c t i o n s
Meeting was called to order at 7:06
PM in the Bryn Mawr Elementary
cafeteria. A quorum was pre s e n t .
2. Ap p roval of Consent Agenda includ-
i n g
• Minutes of last month's meeting
• Today's agenda
• Acceptance of Fiscal Report
Motion to approve by Shade; sec-
onded  by Ve r re t t
3. City Council Re p o rt- Lisa Goodman 
The city made major decisions with
regard to the future of the NRP pro-
gram. The NRP will be a department
within the city governance structure .
An FAQ sheet for the new gover-
nance model is available. Goodman
passed out directions for how to
apply for one of the seven new
n e i g h b o rhood and community

engagement commission positions.
No lunch with Lisa in November or
D e c e m b e r. City has baseline esti-
mate of how many cars might be
using the frontage road on the south
side of 394 heading west.
4. Police Liaison Update- Tim Ha m m e t t
Distributed Part One Crime statistics
for January 1 - October 31. Burg l a r y
is still the continuing pro b l e m ,
although it has dropped since the
spike earlier this year. The depart-
ment is still available to conduct
security audits. A weak point for
many is the lack of strike plates on
outer doors. There is a need to
upgrade these. Etz asked about the
p rocess for getting speed indicators
in the neighborhood. Wy c o ff sug-
gested calling 311. Hammet will
look into getting speed indicators,
either electronic boards or speed
g u n s .
5. Presentation of Neighborhood Ph o-
tos- Robin Pe rez 
P e rez, a creative writer and photog-
r a p h e r, presented a photo series of
the Bryn Mawr neighborhood. She
is profiling Minneapolis neighbor-
h o o d s .
6. Activity re p o rt: Neighborhood Coor-
dinator- Patty Wyc o f f
S a t u rnalia is December 13 in down-
town Bryn Mawr. Wy c o ff distributed
a sign-up sheet for board members
to volunteer to help during the
event. The event might be curtailed
somewhat this year due to rising
costs and the loss of Bloomsbury's
support. There will be hayrides,
roasting chestnuts, and s'mores. Call
Patty to help. The board discussed
what other support we might lend

the BMNA Business Association for
this event in the future. Right now
people power is most needed. At
this date there are 68 households
signed up for the energy competi-
tion. Metro Blooms is hosting rain
garden workshops in March , fund-
ed by the City of Minneapolis. The
Harvest Dinner had record atten-
d a n c e .
7. Capital Project Up d a t e - Jessica Wi l ey
The committee will continue to take
ideas until they meet in January to
select projects to bring to the Janu-
ary BMNA meeting for appro v a l .
8. Update on Bugle re v i e w. 
A meeting is scheduled for Tu e s d a y
November 18.
9. Designation of NRP Elector for Bry n
Ma w r. 
Banken moved and Shade seconded
to elect Smude and Sterbenz as pri-
mary and secondary electors for
Bryn Mawr on November 20. They
will re p resent Bryn Mawr at the
meeting to elect candidates to the
NRP committee for protection neigh-
b o rhoods. Candidates can be
reviewed on the web; there is a link
f rom our website. 

Committee Report s
10. Land Use Committee -
Possehl reported. The committee
has not met as no variance re q u e s t s
w e re received. There is robust par-
ticipation; in the last months new
members have joined the commit-
t e e .
11. NRP related committee re p o rt s -
• Housing Committee-no re p o r t
• Tr a ffic Committee-We will send
on the ideas generated during the
police liaison re p o r t .

• Parks and Rec Committee-no
re p o r t
• Schools Committee- Wiley and
Jolstad reported. Open gym Tu e s-
days from 6-8 through April. School
re f e rendum passed handily. The
School Board re - s t r u c t u re also
passed; there will be a nine-member
b o a r d .
10. BFR Committee
• Tre a s u rer's report- Smude re p o r t-
ed. Not sending an end-of-year
request for support. Fundraising
kicked off in January, 2009-could
pair this with the new Capital Pro-
ject. New directory this year- d i s-
cussed ways to let neighbors know
that this is coming and how the
d i rectory should look.
11. Re p o rts from BMNA Re p re s e n t a t i ve s
to affiliate gro u p s
• ROC- Possehl reported. Ryan
Companies were appointed “devel-
opers of choice” for the piece of
land re f e r red to as the banana. 
• SWLRT- Shade reported. The EIS
hearing was held a month ago; the
p rocess takes 18 months. Shade
resubmitted comments about having
a stop in Bryn Mawr if the LRT runs
t h rough the neighborhood, having
good access, safety issues, and not
i n t e rfering with the Kenilworth trail.
12. Discussion Items and Announce-
m e n t s
Board members need to sign a con-
flict of interest statement.
13. Ad j o u rned at 8:50  PM

Submitted by Jessica Wiley for Lisa
Mills

BMNA
Reporter

Please Note: there is

N O B UGL E IN JANUA RY
N ext issue is February 2008.

From the Editor

Last night I took part in a
g ro u n d - b reaking energy con-
servation effort. I spent two

hours in the darkened Bryn Mawr
Elementary cafeteria with 80 other
p a rents and students at the school’s
first ever Family Movie Night. 

We kicked off our evening with
an early Family Open Gym. Thanks
to Kristin and Paul Markert, this is
the second winter that the school
gym will be open for parents to
come play with their kids on Tu e s-
days 6-8 pm. 

Then we ordered Fast Fre d d y ’ s ,
bagged up some popcorn, spre a d
blankets on the floor and watched
“Kung Fu Panda.” 

Not only did we save energy by
t u rning off the lights and sharing a
p rojector (perhaps you’ve heard the
e x p ression “save water, shower
together”) but back in our homes,
25 family TVs were turned off and
25 ovens were not used to make
d i n n e r. 

I know several of the Movie Night
participants have signed up for the
Bryn Mawr Sustainable Community
E n e rgy Competition. Hopefully
none of them re t u rned home to find
that they had left all the lights on
while they were out.

The whole point of the latest
BMNA project is to get people in
Bryn Mawr to think about their
e n e rgy use and inspire them

t h rough an Are a - t o - A rea competi-
tion to reduce their consumption.

BMNA Area 4 co-re p re s e n t a t i v e ,
Chris Etz was not at Movie Night. He
was part of the effort to sign up 77
households for the Energy Chal-
lenge. He was able to drum up huge
participation in Area 4 and he re a l l y
wants to win. I imagine he was
home running as many lights and
appliance as possible so that next
November his utility bill will show a
dramatic reduction in his usage.

The competition actually starts
Monday, Dec. 1. Starting then CEE
will help homeowners compare this
year’s energy use to last.

T h e re are many reasons I h a v e
not put up my holiday lights yet this
y e a r. The temptation to toss all my
old strings and replace them with
LEDs in order to save energy is just
one of them. But in these tough
economic times it is really hard
shell out the $15 per strand for new
lights. Plus, throwing out the old
means abandoning the most basic
earth-friendly tenet (you know,
“ reduce, REUSE, re c y c l e ” ) .

The Saturnalia hayride route goes
right past our house, so I need to
make a decision and try to get
something up by then. Somehow I
think that finally taking down the
pirate flag from Halloween is not
quite enough of an eff o r t .

- JoEllyn Jolstad bugle@bmna.org

Recycling
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us

/solid-waste
(612) 673-2917

Bryn Mawr Recycling Schedule
Monday Tuesday

Area December 1
1 December 15

December 29
January 12
January 26

Areas December 8
4W, 5W, 6, 7 December 22

January 5
January 19

Areas December 9
2, 3, 4E, 5E December 23

January 6
January 20

Use it up, wear it out, make it do, do without.
Recycle — 673-2917


