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Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, October 8th, 2008

Call to Order and Introductions 
Meeting called to order at 7:08pm
A p p roval of Agenda, Financial
Report and September minutes:
A p p roved as written.

Attendance:  Marlin Possehl, Pre s i-
dent; Larry Skov, Vice Pre s i d e n t ;
Chad Smude, co-Tre a s u rer; Lisa
Mills, Secretary; Lynda Shaheen &
Susan Ve r rett, Area 2 co-Reps.; Rick
C a r t e r, Area 3 co-Rep;  Christopher
Etz & Paul Markert, Area 4 co-Reps.;
Robert A. Lindquist, Area 5 Rep.; Jay
Peterson & Barry Schade, Area 6 co-
Reps; Stephen Harvey, Area 7 Rep.;
Patty Wy c o ff, Neighborhood Coordi-
nator; and JoEllyn Jolstad, Bugle
E d i t o r.  Also in attendance were
neighbor Steve Maurelli of the Land
Use Committee, and Dylan Thomas
f rom the Southwest Journal.  

City Council Report - Council

Member Lisa Goodman
Lisa was unable to attend tonight’s
m e e t i n g .
Lunch with Lisa on October 22nd
will be a review and discussion of
the Citywide Master Pedestrian Plan.
This plan includes sidewalks slated
to be added in Bryn Mawr.  For

m o re info about this and upcoming
’Lunch with Lisa’ events, call Doug
at 612-673-3195.

B u d ge t / F u n d raising Committee

- Chad Smude
Membership has reached its goal for
the year in dollars, though we are
still short of our goal for the number
of households who have joined.
Several businesses have sent us
matching donations (for which we
a re eligible now that we are a
501(c)(3), including Ta rget and TCF.
We will put a reminder in the Bugle,
for people to check with their com-
panies about matching their mem-
bership donations to us.

Neighborhood Coordinator

R e p o rt - Patty W y c o f f
Planning is underway for the Har-
vest Dinner, to be held on Thurs-
day, October 30th from 6-8 p.m.
The theme this year is an Appetizer
Contest.  Those who do not wish to
enter the contest should bring a
salad or dessert to share for the
potluck. Patty wrote an article for
the Bugle about this.
Patty would like to remind everyone
that we can always use volunteers
to help with set up and clean up at
the Harvest Dinner.  

Update on Capital Project - Jay

Pe t e r s o n
The Kickoff meeting for the Energ y
Challenge was fun and inform a t i v e ,

but not as well attended as they’d
hoped.  There will be a table at the
Harvest Dinner where people can
l e a rn more about the project and
sign up.  The project will begin
Dec. 1st, and they will be compar-
ing energy use for the previous 12
months, to the next twelve.

Discussion of next year’s project -
they’ve been soliciting new ideas,
and will meet in January to begin
the process of choosing the next
p ro j e c t .

NRP Schools Committee: Ly n d a

S h a h e e n
Vida has resigned from the commit-
tee - she was co-chair with Ly n d a .
The committee elected Jessica Wi l e y
the new co-chair. Ta rget had a big
event for the organizations they
p a r t n e red with/helped, and 3 pro j-
ects were featured, including the
e ffort at Bryn Mawr Elementary.
Lynda spoke at the event about the
g reat remodel of the Media Center
and other sprucing up eff o r t s .
The Committee recommends that
the BMNA support the Better
Schools re f e rendum.  The Board
unanimously agre e s .

Bassett Creek Valley Restora t i o n

Oversight Committee Update -

B a rry Schade
The BCV-ROC will be having a
planning re t reat in November.  The
Harrison Neighborhood Association
has published a list of demands for

Ryan Company, in order for Ryan
Co to get their endorsement having
Exclusive Development Rights for
the banana.  The plan still depends
upon a Kennilworth Trail alignment
for the LRT.

Discussion items
The Board reluctantly accepted the
resignation of Area 6 co-Rep., Care y
Sirianni.  We thank her for her years
of service.  Carey stated that she
would like to stay involved as a vol-
unteer for various efforts, and we
hope to hold her to that!

The Hour Car group is pushing
ahead, but having a difficult time
finding a parking spot for the car in
Bryn Mawr.

Next Meeting - Wednesday, Novem-
ber12th, 7pm, in the lunchroom at
Bryn Mawr Elementary.

Upcoming Events - Harvest Dinner,
appetizer contest and potluck.
Thursday October 30th, 6 p.m., also
in the lunchroom of Bryn Mawr Ele-
mentary School.

BMNA
Reporter

S’mores!
Saturnalia Festival

December 13, 2008

From the Editor

Lately, there is a familiar sound
in the air. It is the unmistak-
able honk, squeak, and bang

of youngsters learning to play band
instruments. There are parents and
neighbors who wish they did not
have to endure such an assault on
their senses and sadly, they almost
got their wish.

In these tough budget times,
schools are forced to try to off e r
quality programming with re d u c e d
re s o u rces and increased costs. Bryn
Mawr School made the heart-bre a k-
ing decision not to hire a band
teacher one day a week to work
with their fourth and fifth graders.

For the past 11 years, I have
fought for elementary band at Bryn
Mawr School. Not only do students
l e a rn the skill of playing an instru-
ment, but music instruction is so
good for the young brain. It sup-
ports reading, math, art appre c i a t i o n
and helps them to be one of those
w e l l - rounded students that look so
good on college applications.

Of course this tragedy struck our
community just when my youngest
child was old enough to play in the
band. But fear not, the sounds of
t rombone are wafting through our
home.  This was made possible by
our beloved third grade teacher Mrs.
C. who was willing to work extra
hours and just happened to be a
music major with a band license. 

As of this week, there are 39 stu-
dents taking band, two days a week
after school. They only have to pay
a nominal $20 instrument rental and
repair fee. The rest of the cost is
paid for by the Bryn Mawr PTA .

I cannot say enough good things
about the many dedicated volun-
teers of the PTA. Under the leader-
ship of the amazing Amy Morris,
they raised over $12,000 last year
for the school budget. I am so
grateful for all they do and thrilled
with the way the band program is
working out. But I have two things
to say about the whole situation. 

First, on Tuesday when you come
to vote, bring a couple bucks and
pick up a treat or a cup of coffee at
the PTA Bake Sale. Your money will
be put to good use. 

Second, schools cannot depend
on bake sales alone. Please consider
supporting the “Strong School,
S t rong City” re f e re n d u m .

I think it is truly unfortunate that
our Federal and State govern m e n t
do not give schools what they need
to support student learning, espe-
cially when they are the ones setting
the re q u i rements. I don’t think cities
should be forced to make up the
gap, but what choice do we have?

Someone has to look out for the
f u t u re of the children, not to men-
tion our city, state and country.

- JoEllyn Jolstad bugle@bmna.org

Recycling
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us

/solid-waste
(612) 673-2917

Bryn Mawr Recycling Schedule
Monday Tuesday

Area November 3
1 November 17

Areas November 10
4W, 5W, 6, 7 November 24

Areas November 11
2, 3, 4E, 5E November 25

Use it up, wear it out, make it do, do without.
Recycle — 673-2917

Come Show Your Wares At The Fa i r !
* * * Anwatin Arts & Crafts Fair * * *

The annual Anwatin Arts & Crafts Fair, sponsored by A n w a t i n
Middle School and the Anwatin Community School Council, will
be held on Thursday, December 11th. The Anwatin Music Depart-
ment will hold a concert on that evening. If you are interested in

having a table at the fair, call Mary Duffy at 612-926-5547. Leave a
message and a registration form will be mailed to you.

See You There!


